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Tēnā koutou and Welcome 

This week we have messages from: 

● Head Students 
● Acting Principal 
● Madeleine Hawkesby (Commissioner). 

 

 We have messages about: 
● End of Term 2 Assemblies 
● Snow Club Information  
● Winter Wellbeing Day 2020 
● Tom Grant selected for SGCNZ course. 
● Dental Care During the School Holidays 
● Week 11 Junior Assembly 
● Student Activities 

 

 Dear Readers of TAN, 

Hello everyone and welcome to the last week of Term 2.  

On behalf of all students, I would like to thank the 

teachers for organising Well-being Day last Friday. I hope 

everyone had fun spending time together with friends.  

This week Basketball season starts so come and support 

the School Boys and School Girls basketball teams on 

Wednesday night.  

On Friday we have End of Term Assemblies,  Juniors at 

1pm and Years 7-14 at 2pm.  

Have a good week and enjoy the holidays. 

Biel Vitero, Deputy Head Student 

 

 

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL 

Kia kaha 

Kia māia 

Kia manawanui 

 

Be strong 

Be brave 

Be steadfast 

 

 

 

 

Halfway Through the Year 

 

It was 22 weeks ago when Twizel Area School opened its 

door to students for the new year. Little did we know 

what was about to happen in the subsequent five 

months. Our ways of teaching and learning were 

governed by imposed isolation and our perception of 

the world was to be viewed through a closed border. 

As the number of Covid 19 cases rose our government 

concluded that a shutdown was the most effective 

strategy to reduce the spread of the disease and limit 

the potential for lives lost. 

As I write, New Zealand’s number of fatalities, although 

sad for the families and friends affected, is a small 

contribution to the 500,000 victims worldwide. We 

have, in the main, been very lucky by the actions, 

responses and the discipline of our leaders and fellow 

citizens. 

With the second term quickly drawing to a close I have 

also reflected on what has been a challenging year to 

date. 

We have coped with lockdown and we have returned to 

face new challenges for the remainder of the year. Our 

school roll is strong, and the elusive decision of a new 

build is tantalisingly close. 

Our commissioner, Madeleine Hawkesby, and the staff, 

have been hard at work on the goals set out in our 

charter. Our students are back into the swing of learning 

and our community is getting back into their routines. 

It is time to take a break, rest and recharge the energy 

levels. 

The Term Ahead 

 

With the arrival of next term, we can look to longer days 

and Spring awaiting towards the end. . Along with the 

learning and an increasing number of activities and 

contacts beyond our school, our students will have the 

opportunities to compete and participate in snow club, 

as well winter sports including basketball, netball, rugby, 

and hockey. 

There will be championships for cross country, 

badminton and volleyball at different levels. 
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Our intellects will also be challenged with mathematics 

competitions as well as engineering and problem-solving 

challenges. 

Staff would also like to hold an open session at the 

school for parents to come into the classrooms. The 

time for that will be confirmed after our return to 

school. 

And so, as this term and the end of the first semester is 

acknowledged on Friday at the two assemblies, reports 

are issued and students farewelled for the two week 

break, I would like the opportunity to acknowledge the 

hard work under trying circumstances that our 

community has made. Thank you for your support. 

Have a safe holiday, I look forward to seeing you in the 

new term. 

Ka kite anō koutou mā.  

Neil Potter  

 
FROM THE COMMISSIONER 

Tēnā koutou parents, caregivers and whanau 
 
While there is no Board of Trustees in place, I have 
established a Reference Group to enable some 
community input at the governance level and to build 
governance capability in the community. 
 
The members are:   
-          Jen Purdie 
-          Nicola Graham 
-          Anna Easthope 
-          Alan Grant 
-          Sean Jones 
-          Angela Taylor 
-          Debbie Brough 
-          Colette van der Westhuizen 
 
A particular focus will be: 

● Governance decisions that will have a 
longstanding impact on the school community 

● Monitoring of student achievement 
● Movement of school to self-governance  

 
I am looking forward to working with the group.  
 
It’s been a big term and I would  like to thank Mr Potter 
for his work as Acting Principal and stepping up into that 
role. It’s been a pleasure to work with him and the 

senior leadership team through Covid, while also 
remaining focused on achieving our action plan as a 
result of the scoping. 
 
Thank you also to our students, staff and families for a 
successful transition back to school. I hope you now all 
have a well deserved rest and holiday over the break. 
You deserve it. I look forward to seeing everyone next 
term, revitalised and ready to go. 
 
“One of the best things you can do is learn to rest rather 
than give up”  Richard Branson 
 
Kind regards 
 
Madeleine Hawkesby 
(Commissioner) 
 

END OF TERM 2 ASSEMBLIES 

 

Junior Syndicate End of Term Assembly 

Friday 3rd July 1pm - 1:45pm approx.  Students will then 

return to school where they will be supervised until 

3pm.  If parents would like to collect their children after 

the assembly, they need to contact their classroom 

teacher or office before Friday 3rd. 

Middle and Senior Syndicates End of Term Assembly 

Friday 3rd July,  2pm  - 3pm.  Students will return to 

school to be released. 

 

Twizel Area School Snow Club 

Twizel Area School  Snow Club is all go for next Term …  

Our 2020 newsletter is attached to this week's edition of 

the eTAN.  

Students/Parents/Caregivers will need to pick up the 

membership form and the consent form from the office 

-  If possible before the end of Term. (Friday)  

Many thanks 
Mark Frost 
 
 

Winter Wellbeing Day 2020 

 

Friday 26th June saw students from years 7 to 13 take 

part in our first ever winter well-being day. Students got 

to choose 3 activities over the course of the day that 
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they thought they would enjoy, that would help their 

well-being after the upheaval of lockdown and the very 

fragmented term they are currently working through. 

Activities were organised by teachers and ranged from 

rock climbing and sports, baking, card games, puzzling 

quizzes, applying stage makeup, carving celtic knots, 

minecraft, robotics, leave no trace fires to a chillout 

zone with puzzles and games. Student feedback 

indicated that students enjoyed their day away from 

school work. A non-uniform day for the whole school 

raised  more than $250 for the I am Hope charity.   

 

Tom Grant Selected for Further SGCNZ Workshop 

 Tom Grant (Y13) has been selected for the SGCNZ 

Shakespeare Ora Aotearoa at Silverstream Retreat 

Wellington on July 18-19th, 2020. This weekend has 

been facilitated by the Ministry of Youth Affairs in 

conjunction with the Shakespeare Globe Centre New 

Zealand. 

 During this weekend the 50 participants from New 

Zealand schools both in the North and South Islands will 

produce a series of short films. Students will script and 

act in these pieces using some of Shakespeare’s 

characters to highlight well-being issues that are 

affecting young people today. 

We are very proud of the fact that Tom has been 

selected for this prestigious weekend, and we look 

forward to hearing and perhaps seeing footage of the 

outcomes. 

  
Dental Care during the School Holidays 

                                                
The Community Dental Service will be providing dental 
care for children enrolled with our service during the 
upcoming school holidays.  The clinics will offer 
treatment and relief of pain sessions by appointment 
only.   To make an appointment please call/email our 
Contact Centre which operates between the hours of 
8am and 4.30pm, Monday to Friday throughout the 
holidays. 
  
The Dental Clinic which is open during these school 
holidays: 
  
Timaru Clinic -  Level 1, 18 Woollcombe Street, Timaru 

 

The clinics will offer appointments between 8.15am and 
4.45pm for school-age and preschool children requiring 
treatment. 
If your child has dental pain because of an accident, 
please contact your dentist in the first instance. 
  
To book an appointment at one of our clinics please:   
call 0800 846 983 
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WEEK 11 JUNIOR ASSEMBLY 

Room 7 - Ivy - Always does her work to a high standard. 

Room 8 - Tui - For always showing Manaakitanga. 

Room 9 - Joe - Always quietly doing quality mahi. 

Room 13 - Fletcher - Being respectful, and a wonderful 

role model. 

Room 4 - Aliyah - For being an enthusiastic leader. 

Room 5 - Riley - Giving 100% effort in dance lessons and 

helping her group members. 

 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

Alakai, Oisin, Sebastian and Neil constructed a sled from 
the “Junkyard”. 

 

Room 7 

Students enjoying creative play.  

 

Riley worked hard on her writing. 

 

Room 8 

Georgie and Tui are working hard on their maths. Alexis 
has been working hard on her fractions in maths. 

 

Room 9 
 
Mrs Hema is making rēwena bread. One of the ways to 
celebrate Matariki is by sharing kai. 
Kia ora Mrs Hema. 
 

 
 

 

 

Room 13  
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Along with the other Junior Classes, Room 13 had a 

wonderful opportunity  to learn some new skills and 

then play some games of Ripper Rugby. 

Rm 13 demonstrated some excellent ball handling 

skills,footwork and fair play.  

Miharo (wonderful/amazing). 

Thank you to  Mrs Longbottom for organising this 

opportunity,and to Josh and Jason for taking us. 

It was so much fun! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Room 4 
 
Room 4 students have been working with Beebots this 
week - programming and debugging to create obstacle 
courses which include balloon popping. 
 

    
 

 
 
Room 4’s Graffiti Art shown at assembly. 
 

 
 
Room 5 
 
Room 5 presented their ‘Change through History’ 
research projects this week. 
 

Ava and Jaxon - Change in Writing Tools 
 

 
 
Myah and Isabella - Change in fashion. 
 

 
 
Indie and Lexi - Change in telescopes. 
 

 
 
Jess and Billy lead the Junior assembly last week. 
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Room 5 learning new Rippa Rugby skills. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 6 ALiM Group (Accelerating Learning in 
Mathematics) holding up their deci-pipes, which they 

are using to expand their knowledge of decimal 
numbers. Keep up the great Maths learning! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

M1 Writing 

 

Kitty Cat and the Bird 

 

Here is Kitty Cat; he lurks low within the bushes eyeing 
up a brown Bird. The closer he gets more of a sense of 
vulnerability inflates inside the tiny bird. 

Kitty Cat's mischievous grin grows on his fuzzy black and 
white face. His green eyes twinkle in the glaring sun as 
he perches up and watches the Birds every move.  

Any abrupt movement or noise will send the Bird 
grasping for safety, Kitty Cat is so well hidden he is the 
bush. 

The Bird is oblivious to the one set of eyes watching 
him, or is there two? 

The Bird is minding its own business, carrying on with 
his everyday life looking for worms and other 
mysterious creatures of the earth. 

Oh no, look, it’s the ginger giant himself. Fat Cat! He is 
spread out like melted butter laying low while he 
stealthy approaches the Bird. He looks like a submarine 
when his tail pokes above the tall grass. Fat Cat inches 
closer and closer to the innocent Bird. 

Kitty Cat notices Fat Cat, he knows that he is up to no 
good. Laying in the grubby green bushes and watching 
the Bird is amusing to Kitty Cat, he wasn't letting Fat Cat 
kill that Bird. 

Without thinking about anything Kitty Cat rockets 
himself out of the bushes. His front paws crash into the 
ground as his back legs fly high. The Bird took off right in 
Kitty Cat's face, the Bird's majestic light brown wings 
flutter as he lands smoothly onto the brown tree 
branch. Fat Cat is startled at first, but then he realizes 
what Kitty Cat has done. 

Steam starts coming out of Fat Cat’s ears. His face turns 
into a bright red apple. He starts hissing at Kitty Cat, his 
head drops low and his eyebrows raise. 

Kitty Cat is already heading to the door, even though Fat 
Cats name has fat in it, it doesn’t mean he is slow. Fat 
Cat is like a race car, smoke is coming from his paws as 
he tries to gain traction. 

Kitty Cat has a choice to make. There are two concrete 
steps in front of him. Going one at a time will risk him 
getting caught, but if he leaps both of them at the same 
time he will survive. His risk paid off. 

Kitty Cat goes through his blue kitty door. A sigh of relief 
crosses his mind. Kitty Cat is safe. 
 
Based on Kitty Cat and the Bird, by Annette Smith 
 

Alex Mason 
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Tuakana-Teina Relationships 
 

M1 students working with students from R13 and R9 
 

Quinn reading with Olivia and Kirin, and Hazel reading 
with Audra. 

 

     
 
Jackson reading with Tallulah, and Sue reading with 
Miley 

 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M3 Speeches 
 
M3 over the past four weeks have learnt about 
rhetorical devices and how language is used to craft 
convincing presentations and arguments.  They each 
then crafted a speech, using the rhetorical devices they 
had studied, and proceeded to present these to the Y6 
class.   
 

 
 
 

NCEA Level 2 Physics students 'chillin' on the bridge 
getting to grips with gravity. 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M4 

 

Day Trip To Cromwell and Surrounds 
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On Tuesday the Year 10 class went out on a field trip to 
Cromwell to expand our understanding of the Otago 
gold rushes from the 1800 and 1900s.  
 
Our first stop was the Cromwell Museum where we got 
to read in more depth about the history of Cromwell 
and the surrounding towns. We saw what all the 
equipment looked like and a small replica of a dredge 
that was used, (a dredge was a boat that was used to 
find alluvial gold in the rivers using large shovels). We 
also got to see what the women would have worn back 
in the old gold mining days. The large, heavy dresses 
would have made life very difficult.  
 
We then went on a walk through one of the old gold 
fields, also known as the Bannockburn Tailings. On our 
way we got to see one of the old miners houses where 
10 children had been brought up. The walls were turning 
to rubble and a tin roof had been put there to stop the 
weather beaten walls to be more damaged. The thick 
walls of rock and clay had been the only insulation, the 
windows were hollow and their only source of heat was 
a fireplace. The house would only have been big enough 
for a bed and maybe a table.  
 
As we continued our walk, we saw how the slucing had 
destroyed the hillsides and torn away at the land. As we 
walked along the track we came across a little valley 
with caves dug into the walls of thick clay. These caves 
weren’t very deep nor wide but would have been good 
accommodation for those who didn’t want to spend the 
cold nights in a canvas tent. The walls of the caves were 
covered in wetas and spider webs, but the dead end 
showed that the miner didn’t have any luck finding gold.  
 
All the way down, little barricades of neatly packed, flat 
rocks were put along the bottom of the walls of the 
valley to stop land falls and falling rocks to harm the 
miners.  
 
We then went to ‘old town Cromwell’ and walked down 
by the lakefront and visited the old shops.  
 
It was a good day and we were all glad the weather held 

out for us.  

 

Monique van der Westhuizen  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


