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Tēnā koutou and Welcome 

This week we have messages from: 
● Head students 
● Acting Principal 
● Madeleine Hawkesby   

(Commissioner). 
 

We have messages about: 

● Non-Uniform Friday and Winter       
Wellness Day 

● Junior Assembly 
● Classroom activities 
● Community Activities 

 

HEAD STUDENTS 

Dear Readers of TAN, 
I hope you have all had a good week. As this is 
the second last week of school for term 2, I 
hope you are all pushing through the last few 
assessments and pieces of  work.  
This Friday we have Well Being Day for years 
7-13 and a non uniform day, where all 
donations will be given to the ‘I am Hope’ 
charity. 
Next week is the last week of school and final 
term assembly, so make sure your uniforms 
are all tidy and your shoes are polished! 
As the weather is cold and icy everyone 
please be careful when you are outside. I 
hope you have a good rest of your week. 
 
Sarah Aronsen, Deputy Head Girl 

 

 

 

  

 

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL 
 
Kia manawanui, whaia te iti kahurangi 
Hang in there, reach for the stars 
 
End of Term Assemblies 
Next week marks the first End of Term 
Assembly for the year. 
 As I mentioned last week, we have needed to 
make some changes to this process.  
We have reluctantly moved to holding two 
assemblies in the auditorium this term.  The 
first reason for this is logistics.  Our numbers 
now include 230 students, together with 
teachers and  teacher aides, and we invite 
parents and supporters of the school to 
attend,  so we will be unable to seat all these 
people in the auditorium at the same time. 
We are also using the auditorium because it 
is able to be heated. 
 

Junior Syndicate End of Term Assembly 
Years 1 – 6 End of Term Assembly on Friday 3rd 
July will begin at 1pm and go until 
approximately 1:45.  Students will then return 
to the school where they will be supervised 
until 3 pm.  If parents would like to collect 
their children after the assembly, they need 
to contact their classroom teacher or office 
before Friday 3rd. 

 
Middle and Senior Syndicates End of Term 
Assembly 
Years 7 – 13 End of Term Assembly on Friday 
3rd July will begin at 2pm and finish just 
before the end of the school day. Students 
will return to school to be released. 

Reports 
Junior and Senior Syndicates have almost 
completed their reporting cycle for the 
middle of the year. Reports for the Middle 
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Syndicate will be issued at the end of the 
term and any meetings will be held early next 
term.   

Meetings 
It has been a busy start to the week for 
meetings. The Ministry of Education gave a 
briefing on the financial management of the 
school, ERO  is reviewing our Covid-19 
response, and the MDC is consulting on Civil 
Defence. 

While there has been no announcement thus 
far, we are well placed with the submission of 
our Education Brief.  The Ministry meeting 
focused on upskilling our staff on financial 
management and procedures for the school. 

I spent an interesting session talking to an 
ERO team about our school’s response to the 
Covid-19 lockdown and subsequent 
re-opening of our school. The information 
collected from a number of schools across the 
country will result in an ERO document being 
published in the future. 

Covid-19 was also the theme when I met with 
the MDC Civil Defence Manager on 
Wednesday. Our students have been 
presented with an opportunity to have some 
input into a consultation. I will bring you 
more information about this after I discuss it 
with the TAS Executive Council.   

Staff also had an opportunity to catch up with 
Madeleine Hawkesby, our Commissioner, this 
week. Madeleine has spent a couple of days 
at school where  she has been working on 
some policies and meeting with staff to 
discuss recently submitted reports.  We 
enjoyed having Madeleine join us to 
welcome/farewell students and parents to 
and from our school, both in the morning and 
at the end of the day. 

Ka kite anō koutou mā.  

Neil Potter  

 

FROM THE COMMISSIONER 

Tēnā koutou parents, caregivers and whanau 
 
This week I visited the school and a highlight 
was a trip to Huxley Lodge. I know this is a 
special place for the school and it was a 
privilege to visit and appreciate the beautiful 
countryside which is on your doorstep. You 
are very lucky. 
 
I also met with guests from the Ministry who 
provided some excellent training on best 
practice financial governance and 
management in schools. I am happy to share 
these materials if anyone is interested.  
 
Our draft Annual Report (Financials) for 2019 
is currently with the auditors, who are new 
auditors for the school.  
 
Mr Potter and I were also interviewed by ERO 
as a part of a survey they are doing with a 
number of schools focusing on school 
communities experiences during Convid.  
 
I also discussed the Learning Support Report 
and student achievement data with 
members of the Senior Leadership Team. We 
continue to explore how we best implement 
ongoing development of internal evaluation 
practices and use of achievement data. I do 
have a real sense that at Twizel Area School 
the teachers all know their individual learners 
really well. 
 
I have two more policies to share, the Health 
and Safety Policy and the Education 
Outside the Classroom (EOTC) Policy. This 
completes our review and update of the 
policies. As discussed we will monitor the 
Concerns and Complaints Policy and 
Procedures and Digital Citizenship Policy 
through to the end of the year and then 
conduct some consultation with the school 
community. 
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If you would like to contact me to discuss any 
governance matters or you have any 
questions, then feel free to give me a call on 
021 495 993 or email me at: 
commissioner@twizel.school.nz  
 
If I can’t assist you or it’s a management 
matter then I will refer you to the appropriate 
person. 
 
Finally, as the term draws to a close I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 
staff for their work this term. You have 
adapted your teaching practices at short 
notice and also supported your students 
wonderfully through Convid and in their 
return back to the classroom. Thank you. 
 

He waka eke noa 

We are all in this together 

Kind regards 
Madeleine Hawkesby 
(Commissioner) 

 

NON- UNIFORM FRIDAY AND WINTER 
WELLNESS DAY 

On Friday June 26 (tomorrow) all TAS 
students are invited to participate in a 
Non-Uniform Day.  If you decide to leave your 
uniform at home please bring a gold coin to 
support Mike King’s ‘I am Hope/Gumboot 
Friday’ (as we couldn’t do this during 
Lockdown.) 

Years 7-13 students will also be participating 
in ‘Winter Wellbeing Friday’.  Remember to 
bring something warm to wear!  

 

 

 

JUNIOR ASSEMBLY 

Room 7 Sapphire - Always completes her 
work quickly and neatly. 

Room 8 Olivia S - Having a cheerful attitude 
and being on task in class. 

Room 9 Baxter - Always a reliable caring class 
leader. 

Room 13 Ollie - Fantastic leadership and 
commitment at completing work in a time 
frame. 

Room 4 Andre - Stepping up in class and 
demonstrating commitment to work.  

Room 5 Everett - Pushing himself to add 
more detail into his work and stepping out of 
his comfort zone in dance.  

Leadership award Sonny - Leading by 
example in a group.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:comissioner@twizel.school.nz
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Room 7 

Ivy, Summer and Murphy showing their lovely 
drawings of ‘Row row your boat.’ 

 

Room 8 

Sefton is busy doing his printing. Great work! 

 

Sebastian and Harriet practicing their 
Matariki dance and song. 

 

Room 9 

Tallulah, Poppy and Oisin shared their writing 
stories in Assembly last week.

 

Room 13 

Visual mihi with pastel, vivid and dye. 

Noah, Efa and Zoe and the rest of Room 13 
have been recreating bubble art from their 
own perspectives. 

 

Room 13 is busy working on their group Fairy 
Tale cardboard creations this week. The class 
had a visit from Mr White (learned judge) 
today to look at their progress, and so they 
are eagerly awaiting the final placings.   
Here are some photos from today's workshop 
showing the progress and great teamwork. 
We look forward to sharing the finished 
results. 
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Room 4 

Louis, Skye and Jaxon have been working 
hard on their comprehension reading cards.

 

 

Room 5   

Lucia, Riley and Ava in assembly reading 
about their research topic, ‘Through the 
Decades’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M1  

The top robotics group of Huxley, Jackson, 
Quinn and Max have now got their robot up 
and running with their sensor.

 

 M2 

For the past couple of weeks the Bootcamp 
class has demonstrated true grit and 
character. We have created a new lane for the 
unofficial bike park, picked up rubbish around 
Twizel and gone for a run up to Manmade Hill. 
These young students are all great 
ambassadors for Twizel Area School. 

 

 

If you know of anyone that needs a hand with 
wood let me know and I can mobilise a 
bunch of students to help.  
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HOCKEY TRAINING SESSIONS 
INFORMATION 

All players need mouthguards and shin 
guards please.  

All afternoons will start at 3.30pm.  

Omarama’s training session will be held at 
the Community Centre which is on the right 
after you get into Omarama.  

Duntroon’s session will be held at the 
Duntroon School.  

 

 

 

Kurow’s session will be held at the Waitaki 
Valley School Hall. 

Please remember to bring a drink bottle, and 
a warm jersey as it may get cold by the time 
we finish.   

Any questions please call Belinda and Suzie 
03 431 2526. 

MACKENZIE PERFORMING ARTS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME   
(for more information please see the Twizel Update dated June 24) 

 

 


