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Tēnā koutou and welcome. I hope you are all staying 
warm in your bubble.  
 

 

Featured in this edition are messages and suggestions 

from: 

 Head students 

 Acting Principal  

 Netball notice 

 Madeleine Hawkesby (Commissioner) 

 Key Competencies in the New Zealand 

Curriculum. 

  

 Those who missed out at Junior Assembly. 

 

 

Deputy Head Students 
 
Dear readers of TAN 
Hello everyone and welcome to the 4th week of Term 
two. As of today, we are hopefully heading towards 
the end of level 3 and for many of us that means being 
about a week away from getting back to school. On 
Monday, 11th May we will find out whether we are 
going down from level 3 to level 2 and under level 2 
we will be slightly closer to normal. On that note, it is 
still important to follow the rules and maintain social 
distancing for a smoother and faster return to our 
normal activities. In the meantime stay safe, be active 
and we‘ll hopefully see each other in a week. Enjoy the 
rest of the week and have a nice weekend. 
 
Biel Vitero, Deputy-Head student 
 
 
 

Saturday Netball Update. 

A message for all of our returning and intending 
netball players… 

The North Otago Netball Union has posted this 
information on their Website and Facebook Page; 

‘Due to the physical nature of Netball and the inability 
to maintain 1 metre distancing requirements, Netball is 
considered to be a contact sport by Sport New 
Zealand. 

North Otago Netball will be guided by Netball NZ on 
when play may resume. 

NO COMMUNITY NETBALL COMPETITIONS CAN BE 
PLAYED UNTIL WE REACH ALERT LEVEL 1.’ 

In the meantime, keep up the fitness everyone! 

Jane Brophy (Twizel Netball Contact Person) 

From the Acting Principal 

 

Firstly, I wish to thank you for the continued support of 

the school community over the last week. With the 

announcement as to review of the level of restrictions 

expected in the next few days, staff have been 

preparing for the possibility of the nation moving to 

Level 2.  

The response by the community to our requests and 

expectations regarding the school over the last two 

weeks, has been outstanding. The staff  have 

appreciated the notes that parents have sent to the 

staff acknowledging their work over these difficult 

times. 

I have been able to, with consideration of social 

distancing, visit our two in-school bubbles and speak to 

the students attending school. The staff volunteering to 

make themselves available for school are doing a 

fantastic job with the students. 

We are finalizing protocols concerning social distancing 

for students and staff in classrooms and when outdoors. 

We are also putting in place the protocols for entering 

and exiting the school at the beginning and end of the 

school day.  

Although preparations are in place to respond to any 

government decision, we need to keep focused on what 

is immediately at hand. We are still at Level 3. The 

procedures and systems in place at present will remain 

in place until such time as the government sees fit to 

make a change.   

Students need to hold firm to their plans and routines 

until there is a return to school. I understand this is 

becoming increasingly difficult to remain focused and 

disciplined about school. I acknowledge that some 

students are struggling and if so, be strong, talk to your 

family and reach out to your teachers, help is at hand. 

As always, my thoughts are with the students, parents 

and staff of Twizel Area School. 

 

Ka kite anō koutou mā.   

 Neil Potter  
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Tena koutou parents, caregivers and whanau 

I hope you are all keeping well in your respective 

bubbles. 

I would like to provide you with a brief governance 

update. I have been meeting regularly with Mr Potter 

(Acting Principal) via Google Teams and he has been 

keeping me up to date with school matters and we 

have been working on school governance together. 

We have finalised the Charter and it has now been 

placed on the school website. The Charter is a 

document which sets out the strategic goals of the 

school and how they are going to be achieved. It also 

sets out the school’s mission, vision, values and beliefs. 

We have set six goals in the Charter, which are very 

much aligned with our action plan. 

Our strategic goals for 2020/21 are 

1.  To set aspirational achievement and progress 

targets for all ākonga. 

2.  To strengthen community relationships that 

support learning 

3.  To improve communication between 

governance, management, staff and 

community. 

4.  To review and improve the school’s policies and 

procedures clarifying governance, 

management and school administration 

processes. 

5. To provide our ākonga with the best leaning 

facilities and resources available. 

6. To create a long-term sustainable framework 

for developing a culture of continual and 

consistent improvement for the wellbeing of 

students and staff. 

 

I would encourage you to visit the website and have a 

look at the Charter. I would like to mention that goal 

number six which focuses on wellbeing was a goal that 

was put forward by the previous Board and we agree 

is an important goal moving forward.  

As you know, we have decided to undertake further 

consultation with the school community for the Education 

Brief for the school rebuild. We look forward to 

receiving your input and feedback. I have also been 

provided with an update and overview of the 

proposed Huxley Lodge development and design, as 

we look to the next steps. 

I would like to thank all staff, students, parents and 

caregivers for how well we have all worked together 

and navigated level 4 and now level 3. I am looking 

forward to when I can visit the school again and catch 

up with the staff and school community in person. 

Be kind to yourself and others and keep connected. 

He waka eke noa 

We are all in this together 

Kind regards 

Madeleine Hawkesby 

(Commissioner) 

 

 With no Junior Assembly! 

Big shout out to the students who missed out on their 

opportunity to be mentioned at Junior Assembly.  All 

the best to “ Happy Birthday” to Alexis, Sonny and 

Billy. 

  

 

Key Competencies in the New Zealand Curriculum 

Last week we shared the Ministry of Education’s 

information about Thinking and Managing Self, two of 

the five key competencies included in the New Zealand 

Curriculum. This week we are sharing the final three; 

Relating to Others, Using Language, Symbols and Texts 

and Participating and Contributing. 

Relating to others 

Is about relating well to a diverse range of people. 
This includes things like begin able to listen well, see 
different points of view, negotiate and share ideas. 

Relating to others involves knowledge as well as skills, 
for example, your child will learn how and why people 
are all different from each other. 

Your child’s teacher develops this key competency by 
doing things like: 

 providing opportunities to work in different 
groups on tasks where different points of view 
can be heard, thought about, and acted on 

 In a technology class, a group of children 
working on developing a product will need to 
think about the needs of a range of users 

 In English, using a novel that has characters 
from a different era or country, and 
encouraging the children to think about why 
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different people think and behave as they do 
in the story 

Using language, symbols, and texts 

Is about the different ways to communicate and 
understand information, experiences and ideas. 

This includes the foundation skills of literacy and 
numeracy, but is much more.  It’s about how we make 
meaning of things, based on what we already know, or 
think we know, and our experiences and beliefs. 

There are many examples of this key competency in 
action at school, like 

 maths – where numbers and symbols 
communicate ideas 

 dance, drama and kapa haka – where your 
child is learning about movement as a 
language, or way of communicating 

 science – where your child is learning how to 
think, read and write in scientific language, 
investigating, gathering evidence, drawing 
conclusions and justifying explanations 

Participating and contributing 

Means being involved in things that are going on, being 
a good group member, contributing, including and 
creating opportunities for others.  We all enjoy 
participating and contributing – it makes us feel 
connected, and helps us to get the most of out our lives. 

The teacher gets your child involved in real activities 
that are personal and meaningful to them. It is 
affirming for children to get to show their skills and 
expertise in something that they’re keen on. 

The teacher also challenges your child and guides them 
to be involved in things that they may have some 
untapped potential in, or that they might not have 
thought to get involved in. 

This all helps your child build up what is used “action 
competence” – being ready, willing, and able to step 
up, take action, and be involved in situations and in life. 

Teachers foster this key competency by: 

 Leadership opportunities that your child is 
given, in class, or in the wider school.  For 
example, being a reading buddy to a junior 

child, maintaining a worm farm, helping to 
organise a fundraiser for the school 

 And, even, through ‘simple’ things like asking 
children to work with a wide range of 
classmates and guiding them to understand 
what makes working together successful and 
how they can do it even better.  

 

We need your help 

Home and School Committee reforming - The 

Huxley Build Project 

The Home and School committee is an opportunity 

for whanau and teachers to work together in the 

best interests of the students. We have had interest 

shown in reforming this group and we support that 

occurring and would like to facilitate that 

happening. Everyone loves a project and we would 

like to start it up with a shared focus on a fantastic 

project. 

The main building at Huxley Lodge needs 

replaced. A group of parents and staff (Huxley 

Lodge Working Group) have produced a set of 

plans that will see a functional facility at the 

Huxley site.   

Our Commissioner, Madeleine Hawkesby, has been 

briefed as to where the group is at and she has 

approved the funding for the group to get an 

accurate costing for the development.  

We think that the re-establishment of the Home 

and School Committee, with their first project being 

assisting with fundraising for the Huxley build 

would be a great project for our school community 

to rally around and get involved with. 

If you think you have the skills that could support a 

group fundraising for this project, please contact 

the school office and put your name down for the 

School and Home Committee.  

We look forward to your support! 
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Twizel School Bubble 

 
Georgie, Tia and Marie planting silver beet and 

making picklets in their school bubble. 

 

 
Lock Cameron on Wednesday. 

 

Room 7 

 
Mali putting glaze on giant sausage rolls they look 

beautiful. 

 
Murphy enjoys reading. Rock painting of a fish by Riley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 9 

 
Jacob and his 10 lb trout. 

 

 
 

 
 

Recyclable reusable rocket made by Swastic.  

 

 

 
 

Baxter enjoying a bike ride on a beautiful day. 
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Another snapshot of the activities happening this week in 

Room 13. 

 

Anya in deep concentration as she peels apples in 

preparation to make her brother Conner’s special 

birthday cake. The final touches of chocolate icing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nina has been practicing her 5 times tables with Eggie 

and her block tower. She has also been practicing 

counting up in 5’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fletcher has been working on a variety of artistic 

techniques to create this masterpiece showing our 

wildlife. He has used the drawing tools in seesaw 

creatively to add depth to his work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bailey has also used this drawing tool to show us what 

the Southern Cross looks like in the sky. 

 


