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Tēnā koutou and welcome. I hope you are all staying 
warm in your bubble.  
 

 

Featured in this edition is some important information 

about returning to school under Level 2. 

 

We also have messages from: 

 Head students 

 Acting Principal  

 Madeleine Hawkesby (Commissioner). 

 Those who missed out at Junior Assembly. 

 

 
Dear readers of TAN 
We are super excited to be returning to school next 
week.  It will be great to be able to reconnect with our 
friends and TAS staff in person, rather than on a 
computer screen. 
One of the most important things our seniors will need 
to do when we return will be role modelling good 
hygiene practices in and around school.  I am sure that 
it will also be a bit of a shock having to get up early 
again, particularly the year 11-13 students.  
Remember school starts at 8:40am! 
 
Mackenzie Frost, Head Student 
 
 
 

RETURNING TO SCHOOL UNDER LEVEL 2 

 

With the imminent return to school of our students we need 

parents and students to be aware of the following: 

 

The two key public health principles that support our 

approach at Alert Level 2 are; to minimise the risk of 

infection, and to ensure we can identify and contact 

anyone who has been in close contact with a person, who 

has been infected. 

 

When students return on Monday 18 May they will 

resume their normal timetable. We would ask you to 

please take note of the following key points: 

 

- No person who is unwell may enter the school site. 

 

- Only staff and students will be allowed to enter school 

buildings.  

 

 

 

 

Parents are to drop off and pick up their children 

outside the following entry points: 

 Junior Syndicate  (Years 1-6) - through the main 

entrance. 

 Middle Syndicate (Y7 – 10) and Bus Pupils – 

entrance via Room 3 (Senior Mathematics Room) 

 Senior Syndicate (Y11 -13) – entrance next to 

staffroom. 

 

 Bike racks will be outside those entry points for 

students to park their bicycles.  

 

Parents need to remember to maintain social distancing 

when dropping off and collecting their children.  

 

Good hygiene practices are a priority, so regular hand 

washing and remembering that sneezing/coughing into 

elbows is expected. 

 

-Due to our ability to track possible infections, there is no 

minimum distance requirement for schools at Alert Level 2. 

However, physical distancing remains a good precaution 

to prevent the spread of the disease.  At Alert Level 2 this 

means staff and students should a physical distance so 

that they are not breathing on or touching each other, 

coupled with good hygiene practices. 

 

- Due to our ability to track possible infections, 

educational facilities are not considered mass gatherings. 

This means there are no restrictions on the numbers of 

people indoors or outside at schools. The exception is 

where people from outside the school may be attending. 

 

- There is no bubble concept at Level 2, so there are no 

restrictions on groups of students mixing with others on 

site. Teachers/staff are not restricted to one group and 

can move freely between groups of students. 

 

- Sports, sports equipment use and activities can resume 

under Alert Level 2. 

 

- Cultural practices and rehearsals will resume under Alert 

Level 2. 

 

- We ask that all students bring their own labelled 

water bottle to school. 

 

- Anyone who needs to visit the school needs to ring and 

make an appointment beforehand. 

 

- Each classroom will have hand sanitizer available.  
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From the Acting Principal 

Now that the government has outlined the expectations 

for the country to allow for the return of students to 

school we can prepare for the next steps into the new 

normal. 

I know that a number of students are looking forward 

to returning to school and I suspect most parents are 

also looking forward to next Monday.  

I also acknowledge that some students and parents will 

be cautious about the move to Level 2. Feel free to 

contact the school if you would like to talk about where 

things are at for your family.  

Previously I have thanked the staff who have been 

back at school, some starting back from the 22nd April. 

Furthermore, I also need to thank these people who 

came in to school to support students of parents in 

essential jobs; Kay Potter, Mark Frost, Kevin McDonald, 

Deb Cain, Maria McDonald, Clare Frost, Chris 

Longbottom, Lauren McAuley, Jane Brophy, Michele 

O’Carroll and Karati Metcalfe, thank you for the last 

few weeks. 

It is important to also mention Michele and Jim 

O’Carroll, who volunteered to come back into school 

during Level 4 lockdown to recover laptops, chrome 

books and iPads that could then be redistributed to our 

students in the community.  An acknowledgement and 

special thanks to Tania Coles from the Twizel 

Community Care Trust, who volunteered to act as our 

independent courier over those few days. 

A number of staff have shared their experiences of on-

line learning with me and some groups will continue 

with components of online learning after their return to 

the classroom. The conversations with each teacher has 

made me very proud of their efforts since lockdown 

began.  

Finally, to the mums, dads, extended whānau and 

caregivers in the Twizel community, we thank you for 

the  fantastic support you have given our teachers to 

make the last eight weeks as good as they could be. 

We are living in an historic time when the world’s 

population is directly affected by a global issue.  Take 

the time to reflect on what have been the best 

outcomes for you and your family over this time.   

Ka kite anō koutou mā.   

 Neil Potter  

 

Tena koutou parents, caregivers and whanau 

We are looking forward to welcoming back students, 

staff and school community at level 2. 

Over the past few weeks, I have been working with 

the senior leadership team on reviewing and updating 

our policies and procedures.  

Policies are a statement that describes why the School 

does something and what is expected. Polices are the 

responsibility of the Board and fall into two general 

areas: 

- Governance policies are developed by the Board 
and reflect how the Board has agreed to operate.  

- Operational policies are developed by the Board 

and reflect the Board’s delegation of day to day 

responsibilities to the Principal. The operational 

policies reflect the National Administration 

Guidelines (NAGs) and cover Curriculum and 

Student Achievement; Employer Responsibility; 

Financial & Property Management; Health & 

Safety; and Compliance with Legislation; 

Procedures are step-by-step descriptions of how to 

carry out the policy. Detailed procedures are 

associated with most of the policies and are the 

responsibility of the Principal to develop, implement 

and report on compliance to the Board.   

We will shortly be able to share with you the updated 

policies and procedures. In the meantime please find 

attached the reviewed Digital Citizenship policy. The 

school will shortly be providing students with digital 

technologies “Student User Agreements” in order to 

promote keeping our students safe online and 

encouraging good digital citizenship.  

I hope to be able to visit the school next week when it 

opens at level 2 and I look forward to seeing everyone 

again in person 

He waka eke noa 

We are all in this together 

Kind regards 

Madeleine Hawkesby 

(Commissioner) 
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Education Brief Survey 

Big thanks to all the people who completed the recent 

Education Brief survey. Your opinions are now with our 

Navigator who will analyse the responses over the next 

few weeks.  

 

 With no Junior Assembly! 

Big shout out to the students who missed out on their 

opportunity to be mentioned at Junior Assembly.  All 

the best and “ Happy Birthday” to Dejay, Kuinsa and 

Sefton. 

  

Twizel School Bubble 

 

Mr Potter and Mr Metcalfe dressed up with the children 

on Monday. 

 

Marie and Georgie making pizza, and our staff and 

children enjoying eating the pizza. 

 

The senior bubble painting Richard’s III’s throne and 

koru for the play.  Thank you Dejay, Jackson, Finn, 

Isabella and Paige. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 7 

 

Ryder with the erupting volcano he made with his 

mother. 

 

Nina and Theo enjoying family time. 
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Room 13    
Another snapshot of activities that have 
been happening in Room 13 this week. 

 
Danielle has been working hard to complete her Anzac 
Research Activities. 

 
Danielle has used a variety of pattern techniques 
to create these eye catching headings. 
 

 
 

Bailey uploaded her Fractured Fairy Tale into Seesaw 
for us to read titled- The Three Little Ducks and the Big 
Bad Geese. 
 

 
Zoe’s cat Smokey loves to “photo bomb” 
Room 13’s Google Hangouts. 

 
The flower land 

 
Once upon a time there was a little girl that knew how 
to help birds that are hurt. Her name was Sarah. 
Sarah’s mother and father were so kind to her but they 
were poor. They lived in a cold mountain. One day her 
father got very sick and he died. 
Sarah and her mother lived without their father. Sarah 
and her mother went for a walk happily every day. But 
a few weeks after her father had died her mother also 
got sick. The next day Sarah’s mother died.  
Sarah had a problem. The problem was she just had a 
little bit of food left on the food shelf. But she didn’t 
know how to cook. She only had a little bit of money. 
She didn’t have that much to buy some food that didn’t 
need to be cooked like some fruit or vegetable. The 
good thing was that with that money she could buy 
some clean water. 
But the next day she went for a walk just like normal. 
While she was walking she saw a hurt swallow. Sarah 

knew exactly what to do. She fixed the swallow so 
fast the swallow was so impressed. 
 Soon the swallow started to fly but the swallow flew 
back to Sarah. The girl got a big fright because the 
swallow started to talk! The swallow said “Thank you 
for fixing my flower land . Please go on my back and I 
will take you to flower land.” The girl went to flower 
land with the swallow.  
At flower land she met a handsome prince that wanted 
to marry Sarah and then they got married and they 
lived happily ever after. 
 
By Angela 
 
Angela has also been busy working on her Fairy Tale 
writing. What a beautiful place The Flower Land is and 
as Angela has written...they lived happily ever after. 
 

 
A “snapshot” of one of our weekly hangouts as we chat 
about getting back to school. What a learning journey 
we are all having...and many more to come. Thank you 
for helping us all from everyone in Room 13. 
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 Cameron enjoying exercising in the sun. Go Cam 
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3.5 Curriculum - Digital Citizenship Policy  
 
 
This Policy reflects the Twizel Area School Values of:  

• Quality work; the best we can do at the time with the right effort 

• Respect for each other, ourselves, our community, environment and learning  
 
a.  Outcomes Statement  

• Twizel Area School is committed to creating a safe online learning environment, 
and to the development of our students into capable digital citizens. The 
Board recognises that its obligations under the National Administration 
Guidelines (NAG 5) extend to use of the internet and related technologies.  

 

• Technology provides significant benefits to learning and school operations. The 
Board considers the benefits and risks associated with technology 
use when making any decisions related to the purchase or use of technology.   

 

• Twizel Area School seeks to foster a culture of successful digital citizenship in 
our students, staff and our wider community. We encourage everyone to take 
responsibility for themselves and others in their use of digital technology and 
online environments.   

 

• The Board is aware that preparing and supporting our students to use digital 
technology and online environments effectively and safely is an important part of 
their preparation for participating and contributing in our digital society.  

 

• In preparing our students to actively participate in the world in which they live, 
their ability to participate as confident and competent digital citizens is a key 
skill. An important part of learning the skills, knowledge, and values that are 
needed, is being given the chance to experience both the opportunities and the 
challenges presented by technology. It is important to do this in a safe, secure 
and nurturing environment, where clear, effective guidance can be given.  

 
b. Expectations 

• Twizel Area School will develop and maintain procedures around the safe and 
responsible use of the digital technologies, school's network and systems, and 
the internet. These online safety procedures will recognise the value of the 
technology and encourage its use in teaching and learning contexts 
whilst minimising and managing the challenges that may be experienced by 
students, teachers and the wider school community.  

 

• The school will consult with parents and the wider school community, as to how 
it intends to use digital technologies and online environments, and where 
possible explain how it benefits the teaching and learning process.  

 

• These procedures will aim to not only maintain a safer school environment, but 
also aim to address the need of students and other members of the school 
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community for opportunities to receive and participate in education and support 
around the safe and responsible use of digital technologies and online 
environments.   

 
 
 
Last Reviewed: 12 May 2020                      Policy to be reviewed annually                 
 
  
 


