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Dear Readers of TAN 
This week Apirana Taylor visited our school.  He read 
some of his poems, sang, played his musical instruments 
and did writing workshops with some lucky students. 
Next week 30 students are going to Tuatapere for the 
Southern Area Schools sports tournament. Keep up the 
practice and good work everyone! 
Have a good weekend! 

Hannah and Santana, Head Students 
 

                                                                               

MIDDLE SCHOOL LEARNING 
 

Last Wednesday Year 7-10 classes (M1, M2 and M3) met to 
share some of their Term One learning in Social Science and 

English. 
M1 (Year 7-8) 
M1 shared a power-point outlining aspects of their learning: 
In Social Science M1's over-arching theme for the year is  
turangawaewae (having a place to belong to). Studies have 
been: places people lived in ancient times, learning more about 
our place Aotearoa NZ, and learning about the lives of home-
less people who don't have a place to belong to.  In Literacy M1 
has studied figurative language (metaphors, alliteration, etc) as 
well as other ways writers strengthen their writing. We are now 
studying poetry. 
 

M2 (Year 8-9) 
Billy and Lily shared their speeches about ‘Why NZ is Nuclear 
Free’ with the assembly. James read his piece of descriptive 
writing about the scuppering of the ‘Rainbow Warrior’. This 
work was the culmination of an integrated literature and social 
science unit about “Taking a Stand” against nuclear armaments 
and completing the novel ‘Z for Zachariah’. 
 

M3 (Year 9-10) 
Blossom-Kate, Amie and Charlize spoke about their inquiry 
into animals in World War One, and used their interest in de-
scriptive writing to create telegrams that the pigeons would 
have carried.  
Ryan and Daniel shared their inquiry into the RNZAF during 
World War One. They took a more hands-on approach, creating 
both a diorama of a WW1 airfield, and a movie using actual 
footage.  These Social Science class inquiries related to how 
past events, experiences and actions have been interpreted 
over time. 
Laelani spoke about M3's current English topic in which  
students learnt the skills of annotation in relation to poetry in-
cluding, that of our visiting poet Apirana Taylor. 
 

Mr Potter congratulated the students who presented on the 
confidence with which they did so, and spoke about the  
importance of taking up opportunities for practicing public 
speaking.  

Countdown to SAS Tournament - 5 Days! 

Four of our students received Highly Commended awards in 
the recent Mackenzie-wide No Straws poster competition!  
Congratulations to Lily Burgess, Stella Coles-Toki, Isabella 
Firman, and Luka Mains-Upson, pictured here with Mr  
Feasey, and Tanya Coles, Mackenzie Community Develop-
ment Worker, who co-ordinated the project along with her 
Fairlie-based colleague Kylie Murphy. 

           

  Gateway 2018 Term 1 
Thank you to our wonderful Twizel employers who have taken our Gateway 
students on. This programme has such huge benefits to the students, who 
learn industry skills, and to the employers who get to ‘try before they buy’. 
 

This was the case with Isaac Kitto, who was keen to take a mechanic  
apprenticeship with Russell Armstrong at High Country Autos. Four weeks 
after he’d started I visited to check all was working well for them both, and 
by the end of that day a very excited Isaac reported he’d been offered an  
apprenticeship! 
 

This year’s other placements are: 
Brooke Rabbidge with Julie, Rosie and the team at Heliworks Mt Cook 
Neisha Mauger with Nicki and the team at Vetlife Twizel 
Holly Frewen as a mechanical engineer with Meridian 
Isaac Vandenbosch as an electrical engineer with Meridian 
Jayde Officer with the team at Rex Miller Engineering 
Nikau Whetu with Ben Templeton Construction 
Krittapat Jungthondee with the team at Shawtys 
Chloe Dodds with Carol Sinclair and the team at Twizel Kindergarten 
Amy Bloomfield with Kate McMillan and the team at TELC 
Santana Rapana-King with Chloe Underwood and the ‘Twizel Little Movers 

 Playgroup’ 
Jake Baikie with Tony Walls and Simon Lamb at ‘Simons Pass’ Station 

 

Gateway is a subject at school and these students are expected to get 20 
NCEA credits related to their place of learning plans. They have all complet-
ed a First Aid course, and this year we have used an online provider to facil-
itate Health and Safety units which are also required out in industry. 
 

Thank you Twizel employers, for investing time and effort into our young 
people. We plan to grow ‘lifelong learners with a passion’. 
 

Elaine Lindsay, Gateway Co-ordinator 
Twizel Area School 
 

 TWIZEL JAB RUGBY 
 Rugby kicked off last week but it’s not too late to  

register and join one of our teams. Contact Kelly on 

twizelbirds@hotmail.co.nz or look up Twizel JAB  

Rugby on Facebook for more info. 



OFFICIAL SECTION 

When Autumn Falls… 
I see red leaves in a pile 

I hear birds singing 

I smell bonfires 

I taste apples 

I feel wet leaves                                      
Zoe Wilson, Room 9 

When Autumn Falls... 
I see red autumn leaves 

I hear wind blowing 

I smell chimneys smoking 

I taste Pumpkin soup 

I feel leaves on my feet            Harvey Feck, Room 9  
 

LUCKY BOOK ORDERS ARE DUE 
BACK TOMORROW!! 

Ka kite ano 
Bill Feasey, Principal 

 

 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN:  The busy term continues! 

On Monday we had seven students attend the University of Otago 
Open Day, looking around the campus and exploring this tertiary 
option.  Thanks to Ms Winter for taking them to Dunedin and back. 
On Tuesday we were visited by renown performer, poet and writer 
Apriana Taylor, who worked with our students during the day, and 
gave a public performance at the Musterer’s Hut in the evening.  We 
welcomed him into the main school courtyard with a hearty rendition 
of ‘Aoraki E’ that we had been practicing for a while, and he 
responded with a song of his own.  The children appreciated his 
performances, and the group of student writers received some good 
ideas about strong writing.  Apirana left his email address with us so 
that students who wanted to write could, and even get some 
feedback on their work.  He did mention that following the last time 
he was here, he got some really perceptive pieces from children 
about his writing, and said there must be a lot of good teaching going 
on here. 
Our Accelerated Learning in Literacy (ALL) programme is underway, 
with a couple of classes having a group ‘pre-taught’ some of the key 
components of a writing lesson that follows.  This Ministry of 
Education funded programme that we applied for and were accepted 
onto last year and this year, has been successful in raising the 
literacy levels for some groups within the school.  Yesterday the ALL 
regional co-ordinator visited to see how it was going and discuss 
progress with the teachers.  We have also had the Resource 
Teacher of Learning Behaviour visit to work with some students 
requiring additional support, and the Learning Support Adviser from 
Timaru visited today to work with some of the teams around children 
with special learning requirements. 
Congratulations to the children involved with the No Straws poster 
competition held in conjunction with the Mackenzie Community 
Development Programme. TAS won four Highly Commended 
awards!  
Tournament practices continue at a busy pace, with rugby and 
netball happening this afternoon, in preparation for the Southern 
Area Schools’ Tournament next week.  Leaving after school on 
Tuesday, the students will travel to the Frankton Motor Camp near 
Queenstown for an overnight stay, before resuming the three-hour 
journey from there to Tuatapere.  They aim to arrive before noon to 
join in the opening ceremony, where the five visiting schools will be 
welcomed by Waiau Area School, with each school performing an 
item.  The schools involved are Roxburgh, Lawrence, Maniototo and 
The Catlins, as well as Twizel and Waiau; representing a good cross- 
section of the Southern heartland.  Although Twizel has the biggest 
town, it does not have the same wide rural base the other schools 
have.  Roxburgh, Lawrence and Maniototo are in our Kahui Ako, or 
Community of Learning, so it is also a chance for those teachers to 
catch up with each other and compare notes. Following the welcome 
it is straight into the sports, with Basketball, Touch, Table Tennis, 
Chess and Woodchopping.  Normally students are billeted in host-
students homes, but Waiau Area School has survived a big roll drop 
to level out at about 100 students – not enough of a population base 
to billet all schools – so Twizel students will stay in the local camping 
ground with our teachers.  Some are disappointed by this, as staying 
at other homes can be an enlightening experience, but I am sure our 
students will take the opportunity to mingle with students from the 
other area schools, renew old friendships and make new ones.  The 
Thursday night dance is a feature looked forward to, although after 
two full days of competition many are getting pretty tired!  Some 
more sports follow next morning, followed by a closing ceremony, 
then back into the vehicles for the long drive back to Twizel, with 
breaks at Queenstown and Tarras, before arriving home late Friday. 
 

Mount Cook St Parking: 
The Dental Nurses are here working their way through their list of 
children to see.  The Mobile Clinic is around on the Mt Cook St side 
of school.  You can stop to let children out, or pick them up, 
anywhere inside the yellow and black marked area, separating you 
from pedestrians and cyclists, as long as you don’t get in the way of 
the bus parks. Thank you! 
 
May 16th -18th     Southern Area Schools’ Tournament  
July 3rd - 5th    School Production 
July 6th     End of Term 2 
July 23rd-Sept 28th    Term 3 

  

Star Students  
Week 2, Term 2 

Rm 7  Efa  Developing excellent work habits  
Rm 9  Ferrah  Making great choices in her learning, 
    leading to excellence in her writing 
Rm 13  Jaxon  Fantastic start to all programmes with a 
    very positive attitude 
Rm 4   Lucia  Pushing herself to achieve high results 
    in all her subjects at school 
Rm 5  Grace T  Being on-task & completing her work well, 
    allowing other children to complete their 
    work 

Student Contributions: 
We watched Apirana Taylor sing and do music too.  

He was good. It was amazing, I loved it so much and his  

musical instruments are from different countries, they 

sound different. His music is stunning like a rock star, it’s 

smooth to my ears. I start to fall asleep then some are 

loud that woke me up.  He is very good at speaking Maori.  

He is a professional.                   Ferrah Peterson, Room 9 



We’ve joined the Pink Shirt Day Movement! 
 
Twizel Area School has joined the Pink Shirt Day movement to Speak Up, Stand Together and Stop Bullying! On 

Monday 21st May we’re going pink to show our commitment to creating a school environment that is safe,  

welcoming and inclusive of all students.  
 

The Student Council and WAVE will be working together by creating a time to celebrate Pink Shirt Day.   

We will do this by holding an ‘as pink as you can’ mufti day on Monday 21st of May.  Join in by wearing shades 

of pink if you can – otherwise mufti is fine.   Please bring along a gold coin per person which will go towards 

supporting this cause and our sponsored child in India. 
 

About Pink Shirt Day  
 

Pink Shirt Day is a national anti-bullying campaign led by the Mental Health Foundation. Pink Shirt Day aims to 

reduce bullying in schools by celebrating diversity in all its forms and supporting schools to be safe, supportive, 

welcoming and inclusive of all students. Pink Shirt Day began in Canada in 2007 when two students took a stand 

against homophobic bullying after a new Year 10 student was harassed and threatened for wearing pink. 
 

Why reduce bullying? 
 

By taking bullying seriously and working towards a school culture that supports and celebrates the diversity of all 

students, young people can feel safe and supported, and flourish at school.  
 

Many studies show that young people who are bullied are more likely to experience mental health issues, such as 

depression, anxiety and even suicidal thoughts. This can impact their learning, relationships and their ability to 

feel good about who they are, leading to on-going poor mental health and wellbeing.  
 

What is bullying? 
 

It isn’t uncommon to hear someone say something insensitive or mean to someone else. In fact, probably all of us 

have said or done something that wasn’t very nice to someone else, in a moment of anger or frustration. And alt-

hough such comments or actions are not okay, bullying has some specific features that make it much more serious 

and harmful.  

Bullying is: 

Deliberate – harming another person intentionally;  

Involves a misuse of power in a relationship 

Not a one-off – it is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated over time 

Involves behaviour that can cause harm – it is not a normal part of growing up.  
 

Bullying can be: 

Physical – hitting, tripping up  

Verbal – insults, threats 

Social – spreading gossip or excluding people 

Cyberbullying is bullying online, via the internet, mobile phones and social media. It’s a common form of  

bullying, especially amongst young people 
 

 

While all young people can be the target of bullying, some groups or individuals experience more  

bullying than others. These are often young people who are perceived as different in some way from the  

mainstream “majority culture” of the school, and can be targeted as a result. 

Therapist for Child with Special Needs 
 This person will deliver early intervention programs providing Applied Behavioural Analysis (ABA) /Discrete Trial Train-

ing  (DTT) therapy for a child with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  

The successful applicant will become a part of a dedicated, fun and motivated team. 

This position is for a total of 4-6 hours, split into 2-3 one hour sessions, 2-3 afternoons per week. Start date is asap, with training  

provided first. 

Experience working with children with special needs and/or an education or psychology background is desirable. However, full train-

ing and on-going supervision will be provided to successful applicants. 

Please e-mail Carmen Peters for an application form asap carmenpeters@outlook.co.nz. 

 Applicants for this position should have NZ residency or a valid NZ work visa 

mailto:carmenpeters@outlook.co.nz

