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Dear Readers of TAN 
This week has been pretty busy with Year 7-10 Outdoor 
Education Week, where students have been tramping 
around Lake Ohau, and participating in water activities at 

Lake Ruataniwha. Currently the Senior art students are 
on a Photoshop course, learning about how to use it and 
what it offers.  
Next week is the Upper Waitaki Swimming Sports in  
Kurow for selected swimmers from Years 5 - 8, so good 
luck to all the team!  And all the best to the rowers  
competing in the South Island Secondary Schools rowing 
regatta this weekend!                                    

                                                                                                               Hannah Aronsen, Head Student 

 

SCHOOL DONATIONS 2018 

There is an additional annual cost for each Y2-Y13  
student of $15 for Mathletics.  This is an online pro-

gramme we have opted into, and as we are 
charged per student, we must pass this cost on.  

Mathletics is a valuable interactive website where 
students can practice their mathematical skills.   

On-line activities support classroom programmes.   
Students can access Mathletics at anytime, at 

school and at home.  
Check out the website at www.mathletics.co.nz 

My favourite colour is tawa and 

mawhero and my Mum’s favourite  

colour is kiwikiwi and whero.                                                                         
Rosie Ritchie, Room 9 

Thursday Social Touch Rugby 
Today on the school field 
Kids 5-6pm, Adults 6-7pm 

Just turn up & Play! 

Boat holders Required For Regattas  
More boat holders are required for upcoming  

rowing regattas in March. Students from Year 6 
and up are eligible to apply, but preference will be 

given to older students. Please pick up a form 
from the School Office. 

Boys Basketball pre-season training 
starts on Monday, 4pm at the Events 
Centre.  Current and aspiring players 

Year 9 and up welcome. 

Images From Outdoor Education Week 

Number of 
students per 
family 

Per Year Early Discount 
of 15% if paid 
by end of Term 
One 

  

1 $130 $100 

2 $260 $200 

3+ $390 $300 
All concentration during a team exercise 

Building and floating a raft! 



OFFICIAL SECTION Student Contributions: 
Some More Room 5 Holiday ‘Moments In Time’ 

 

The garage door opened. My mind was racing. 
Why was Mum home early? I looked on her side  
of the car and she had a big smile on her face.  
I wonder?  Then I looked in the other side of the 
car; it can’t be!!! It was a little puppy.  I thought it/she was 
coming next week.  As soon as the car stopped I threw 
open the door and lugged the crate out of the car.   
I opened the crate door and out came a little puppy and 
she was adorable! We took her inside and I named her 
Molly.  She is an English Cocker Spaniel with a white 
streak on her forehead. I gave her a belly rub and soon 
after that she fell asleep.                                  Allie Swain 
 

“Swoosh swoosh” the waves lapped the shore as Maddy, 
Indie and I ran into Lake Alexandrina.  “Ahhhhh!” Indie’s 
scream got washed away as she swallowed a mouthful of 
water.  “Did you get the board, Maddy” I asked, “yes” she 
replied, with an excited laugh.  The waves are as big as 
me, or bigger, I thought to myself, as we went up and 
down on the boards.  “I can’t touch the bottom” Indie 
screamed in worry.  Realising we were too far out I told 
Indie to go back to shore.  Maddy and I were still stuck 
though, the waves were getting bigger as the wind picked 
up.  That was when I started to panic.  “Kick back to 
shore” I said, trying to stay calm.  We finally got back to 
where we could touch the bottom. And headed back to the 
caravan, shivering.                                         Kiara Thyne 
 
 

All of a sudden we had landed in Vancouver.  As we got 
off the plane a big blast of cold air hit me.  The air bridge 
was so cold I had to put my jacket on.  After one more 
flight we got to Kelowna.  We got straight on the bus and  
it was dark so we could not see the view.  All I could see 
was cars coming towards us on the wrong side of the 
road.  Then I remembered we were in North America 
where people drive on the wrong side of the road. Finally 
we arrived at The Big White. They gave us our room key, 
we had the biggest room in the hotel.  I looked out the 
window down onto the valley below.  It looked nothing like 
it did at home there were so many trees.  
                                                              Annabel Gardiner 

Ka kite ano 
Bill Feasey, Principal 

It was so cool when we got in the water with the Hector’s 
dolphins! The sea was so warm.  The two kids on the boat, 
a girl from Dunedin and me had to wear two wetsuits each 
so we had more floatation, and we did! It was like we were 
wearing life jackets. We also got goggles so we could see 
if the dolphins were under water… they were!  It was so 
scary, but cool as they swam under us.  Then all of a  
sudden one was coming closer… and closer… until it’s 
little nose was poking out of the water.  “Hi!” I said.  
It made a sound, the boat driver said it was talking to me. 

As it went down it brushed it’s fin against me.   
It was really cool!                   Isabella Firman 

 

 
Thank you for the welcome back everybody.  It has been an exciting 
time away, and a privilege to be able to see an Olympics up close with 
a personal stake in the games.  As I felt we all had.  Thanks for the 
messages of support; I could hear Twizel cheering from where we 
were standing and I really felt there were a lot of people willing our 
boys to do well. My grateful thanks to the staff who carried on doing 
their jobs to the high standard we expect, and to Mr Potter for keeping 
the show together. 
 

One event first up on returning was to see the Home and School  
catering for the Otago 4WD club on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.   
Although Home and School as an organisation is in recess at the  
moment, it was good to see a couple of members who felt able to join 
the staff in salad preparation, and manning the BBQ down at the 
Campground in raising some money for the school.  Thanks to Nyree’s 
organisation, it was pretty straight forward to prepare and serve; and 
thanks to Andy at the Twizel Bakery we were able to deliver ready-
made lunches as well, at a significantly discounted rate to us and  
enable an estimated $5,000 profit. 
 

Last Friday we did manage to fit in the Senior Athletics sports, and in a 
completely unexpected turn of events Ruataniwha ran away with the 
competition!  From this though, we will be able to make selections for 
Country High Schools (a more friendly get together of schools with  Y7
-13 students in the region, with an emphasis on the better two from 
each school having a go) followed by the more serious Aoraki  
Secondary Schools’ Athletics, where the best compete. 
 

This week we are putting on Outdoor Education Week activities for the 
Middle School based on the water day, tramp day, problem solving 
and expedition days sequence we usually run at the end of the year.   
Traditionally we have had Middle school camps at this time, but we 
thought while we couldn’t run those the way we would like to based at 
Huxley, we would make sure the students still got some relevant out-
door education, practicing the key competencies of managing self, 
working with others, and participating and contributing.  We hope to 
return to a tramp and camp based menu at the end of the year. 
 

The Junior School Swimming display scheduled for Tuesday was  
cancelled due to the absence of summer, but Mrs Francis-Hunt and 
the team have eyed up the ones ready to compete at Kurow, and the  
notices for them have gone home.   
 

Senior Art and Graphics students are doing an intensive two full day 
Adobe course at school, learning how to create and manipulate imag-
es as part of their courses.  From this, we hope to develop a Digital 
Team who can put school based images together for public enjoyment. 
 
 

Yesterday I went to the Community of Learning Principals meeting in 
Roxburgh to discuss the plan for our COL this year.  We are hosting 
the writing facilitator at our school next week, as part of the profession-
al learning programme for this year, and this will be followed by a 
meeting of teachers of similar classes across our community in the 
following week.  Meanwhile, Caitlins Area School has decided to join 
their local primary and secondary COL, so will play a smaller role in 
ours.  They will of course continue to share ideas, and compete in the  
Southern Area Schools Tournament! 
 
 

This weekend sees the South Island Secondary Schools Rowing 
Championships down at Ruataniwha.  We have Amie MacLennan, 
Christine Joubert, India Rive, Mackenzie Frost and Sarah Aronsen in 
the U16 coxed quad at 11:22; Hannah Aronsen in the U18 1x at 11:50;  
and two crews of the above in the U16 2X at 2:30 heat times, with  
Finals on Sunday.  See ROWIT for up to date online information.   
Go girls! 
 
 

Coming Events:  
Tonight, 1st March Board of Trustees meeting 7:00 pm tonight, in 
   Room 19.  Members of the public are welcome to  
   attend. 
Wed 7th March  Country High School Athletics; Upper Waitaki  
   Primary Schools Swimming Sports. 
Wed 14th March  Aoraki SS Athletics 
Wed 14th March  Otago Primary Swimming Sports Year 5-8 
 
 
 
 
 


