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Dear Readers of TAN 
We are proud to be your new Head Students and we are 
looking forward to another exciting year ahead. 
Hope you've all had a good start to the year. It has been 
a busy start with swimming sports and then athletics from 
9.00am tomorrow.  
Good luck for the Middle School students participating in 
Outdoor Education Week next week, we hope you all  
develop skills and leadership abilities. 
Waimarietanga to all the student competing in the  
athletics tomorrow! 

Apologies Kaya! 

RUATANIWHA HOUSE CAPTAINS 

Thursday Social Touch Rugby 

Today on the school field 
Kids 5-6pm, Adults 6-7pm 

      JUNIOR SCHOOL SWIMMING  
The Display scheduled for next Tuesday has been 
cancelled, due to concerns the pool temperature will 

not have returned to an appropriate level by that 

time, and students have also had very little pool time 
to practice. 

Jayde Officer and Kaya Skinner 
(The caption last week incorrectly read Holly Skinner!) 

Boatholders Required For Regattas - More boat hold-

ers are required for upcoming rowing regattas in March. Students 
from Year 6 and up are eligible to apply, but preference will be given 
to older students. Please pick up a form from the School Office. 

Check out Room 9’s  colourful dragon drawings below, done to  
celebrate Chinese New Year.  Dragons were chosen as a symbol to 

represent the Chinese culture, as they’re more fun to draw than 
dogs! Some Room 5 ‘Moments of Holiday Time’ 

A large wave was coming in, I was on a small blue kayak 
that was liable to tip over.  The wave took my tiny craft 
causing it to tip.  I got soaked thoroughly.  I flipped it 
back over and breathed a large sigh of relief as I got to 
the shore of glistening Lake Hawea.  When I got the kay-
ak to shore I lay on the beach and rested.      
                                                               Luka Mains 
 

The beautiful coral sways as the brightly coloured fish 
swim past the underwater aquarium window.  Thousands 
of tiny fish go about, unaware of Mum and I watching 
them. A slimy sea cucumber squirms on a rock shelf.  It 
is hard to believe that this tiny coral is actually hundreds 
of years old! 
A school of camouflaged fish swim by, I only just see 
them as they blend into the rock so well with their brown 
and grey  
colours.  The guide says that some fish can change col-
our halfway through their lives.  He also tells us that the 
white coral is actually called black coral! 
An anemone as big as a tennis ball sits waiting for prey 
to come along.                                     Nell Bosshard 
 

(More Moments Next Week!) 

Y6-13 Athletics Sports start at 9.00am tomorrow! 



 

 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN 
The school has settled quickly into the business of learning 
this term.  I showed a visitor around the school last Friday and 
they were very impressed with the engagement of all the  
students, from the new entrant class through to the senior  
students’ classes. All I could say was… “this is a typical day at 
the school.” 
 

Ex- tropical Cyclone Gita has shown it’s force, and  is now 
fading away toward the Pacific. I am sure those with gardens 
and parched lawns in the town will be pleased with the extra 
water it delivered.  The students coped well with the inside 
lunches and limited time outdoors during the middle of the 
week.  
There were some questions from students about what would 
happen when the storm struck. We talked about the possibil-
ity of some heavy rain and strong winds. And like many peo-
ple around the country, we said to the children that we would 
keep an eye on the conditions. 
 

I know that some students, ex-students, teachers and mem-
bers of the Twizel community caught a glimpse of Willis  
Feasey taking on the best in the world at the Winter Olym-
pics. An extremely proud moment for his family, our school 
and the people of Twizel. 
 

We are holding the Y6 to Y13 Athletics Day on Friday, to-
morrow. With changes to our calendar, t was decided to 
move the athletics to this date, giving the students who quali-
fy for the High Country Athletics some more recuperation 
time.   
 

The Middle School will face the challenge programmes of  
Outdoor Education Week next week. In the past this event has 
been held at the end of the year. Owing to a decision to hold 
the Middle camps at the end of the year, Outdoor Education 
Week moves to the end of February. The event begins on 
Monday with the team building exercises, followed by the wet 
and dry days, challenge day and expedition day on Friday 2nd 
March. There could be some minor disruptions to some time-
tabled classes in the Senior School. I am confident the Middle 
School students will be up to the challenges of the week. 
Our senior art students will be involved in a three day  
intensive programme from the middle of next week.  
Planning continues for the Community of Learners our school 
is involved with. There are some proposed professional devel-
opment days being considered. 
 

We would appreciate some help with a fundraising activi-
ty. We are supplying lunches and evening meals to a 4-
Wheel Drive group staying in Twizel from Sunday, 25th 
February, through to Thursday, 1st March. If anyone can 
help out with the making of some salads in the school 
kitchen from about 4pm on the Sunday, Monday or Tues-
day, (all food is provided); and/or working a BBQ at Lake  
Ruataniwha Camp from 5:30 on those days, please let the 
Office know as soon as possible. It will be a significant 
fundraiser for the school. 
 

Mr Feasey and Ms McNeill return to school next week after 

their trip to South Korea and the Olympic Games. I look  

forward to their return.   I would take this opportunity to thank 

all the staff for their extra 

efforts over the last few 

weeks.  

OFFICIAL SECTION 

 

M3 were lucky to be visited by one of the chefs from 
the Mackenzie Country Hotel last Thursday. Nanda, 
an Indian Chef who is new to our Twizel community, 
cooked an authentic Butter Chicken curry with  
flavoured rice and roti for our Year 9 and 10 students. 
Nanda informed us about the ingredients, preparation 
and specific cooking techniques involved in making 
the curry. Before taste testing, the students experi-
enced aromas of different spices and were given a 
quick geography lesson on different areas in India and 
where specific dishes originated from.  
A special thanks to Nanda for coming in to teach us 
about traditional Indian curries, and many thanks to 
the Mackenzie Country Hotel for supporting us with 
our international cooking unit. We thoroughly enjoyed 
the flavoursome butter chicken, you have inspired us 
to try new techniques in the kitchen!  

Ka kite ano 
Neil Potter, Acting Principal 

M3 Enjoy a Taste of International Cuisine 

Important Notes! 
 There is no Junior Assembly tomorrow, due to 

the Senior Athletics 

 HEAD LICE are prevalent again, please check 

and treat accordingly.  The Pharmacy can  

offer practical advice and treatments. 


