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Dear Readers of TAN 
Hello everyone! I hope everyone is enjoying Snow Club! 
It is a privilege, and should be treated gratefully every 
time you go up!  
A big congratulations to the Aoraki Maths groups, who 
came away with good results!  
Also, something that hasn’t been mentioned for a while  
is the Level 1's Hovercraft project, which I am sure we 
are all looking forward to seeing the final result!  
As the weather has not been the best, make sure to 
keep warm, and be safe on those roads!   

                                                Taane Whetu, Head Boy 

 

 
Aoraki Maths Competition 

Yrs 7 & 8 
 

While others went 
home after school 
on Tuesday, eight 
Y7/8 students 
bused down-
country to Timaru to 
take part in the 
annual Aorkai 
Maths Competition. 
Thirty-five teams in 
each year group, 
from schools across 
the region, met at 
the Timaru Boys' 
High School Hall to 
do battle.  
Our Year 7 team, 
Daniel, Ella, Jenna 
and Brandon, set a 
good standard, 
finishing in 8th 
place, just five 
points behind the 

winner.  The Year 8 team of Lily, Kritsada, Mason and 
Pranaya, finished a creditable 7th place,  six points behind 
the winner in their year group.  None of the seventy teams 
managed to complete the twenty questions in the thirty 
minutes allocated.    
 ‘Well done’ to the students who competed!         
                                                                               Neil Potter 
 

NZQA FEES 2017 
Invoices for the annual NZQA fees of $76.70  will 
be issued shortly. If you believe you are entitled 
for financial assistance consideration, please 
contact the Office. If you have a Community 
Card please bring that along so that it can be 
photocopied and the relevant forms completed.  

  10th August 2017 

Cross Country Reminders For Monday! 
► Children who need booster seats when 

travelling to Omarama on Monday - 
please assist your child in bringing their 
booster seat into school on Monday 
morning 

► Children who have placed an order for a 
sausage ($2.50) or meat pattie ($3) please  
remember your money on Monday.  Muffins are also  
available at $2 each. 

► Normal school start/finish times apply 
► Yr 7/8 wear sports uniform 
► Yr 1-6 wear normal uniform, but with sporty shorts/

pants (sports t-shirt will be issued on Monday) 
► Bring water bottles, food, warm clothing, and  

RUNNING shoes 
► Children in Yrs 4-8 have the opportunity to be select-

ed for the North Otago Cross Country Race.  
This event is the following Monday, 21st August. 

 

Aoraki Mathematics Yrs 9 & 10 
On Wednesday evening our budding Year 9 and 10 mathemati-
cians travelled to Timaru to participate in the annual Aoraki 
Maths competition. The teams (Year 9; Jack A, Jack M, Laelani 
and Daniel; Year 10; Sarah, Christine, Caleb and Kymbalee), 
seemed to enjoy the trip away, with their highlight being Subway 
and McDonalds. My highlight was being in the presence of such 
a neat bunch of teenagers, who worked well together throughout 
the whole trip. 
I participated in similar competitions at a younger age and I sus-
pect the nature of the questions hasn’t actually changed as 
much as it could have. An observation from me is that the mod-
ern students (all of whom perform above the average during  
regular classes) now tend to have ‘weak’ areas that did not  
occur in the past. Anything around calendar days, clock-face 
angles, or in a lot of cases, arithmetic by rote can be a chal-
lenge. As the questions are not changing, it is easy to say that 
results are declining. What has changed is that modern youth 
have so much more available to them to learn, that some of 
these ‘basics’ that were once really needed are not necessarily 
so. 
An example on the way home was when I had to ask a student 
how to order at McDonalds, since they have automated ordering. 
This is nothing to youth, but of questionable value to me as it 
took 20 minutes to wait for a drink after a streamlined order. 
An even better example is to watch a group of motivated  
students ‘play’ with the robot kits; the current group are now 
jeopardising the robots as they have got them moving so fast 
they will break on impact. ‘Uncle Google’ was a big help to see 
how to introduce gearing with this; no problem to them and a lot 
more fun than when I studied epicyclic gear-boxes.  
The best value from the trip to me is that students get to bench-
mark where they are at in terms of conventional Maths, as well 
as conduct and social interactions.  
They were great ambassadors in every aspect.  
                                                                                Jim O’Carroll 



 

 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN 
A special welcome to Anya Smit, who started her school days in 
Room 7 recently. You are settling in very well, I hear! 
 

Aoraki Mathematics Competition:   Congratulations to our  
students who took part in the Aoraki Maths competition in  
Timaru over the last two evenings.   The reports elsewhere in TAN 
describe the students and the events in detail, and I would like to add 
thanks to Mr and Mrs Potter for accompanying the Year 7 and 8s, 
and Mr and Mrs O’Carroll for taking the Year 9 and 10s there and 
back! 
Yesterday Room 5 had their class ski day up at Ohau, and what a 
fine day it was.  The children enjoyed one hour lessons, and a full 
day of riding and skiing around the mountain.  The class ski price is  
different to the Snow Club rates, to reflect the shorter lesson, but 
longer day.  They did have the added bonus of seeing the best tech-
nical woman skier in the world (Mikaela Shiffrin, US Ski Team and 4x 
World Cup Slalom and 2017 Overall champion) at work, but not many 
noticed! 
Student Health Special:  At the last Board of Trustees meeting the 
Board approved the school acting as the host for the SCDHB Public 
Health Nurse, offering an extended range of services.  The current 
nurse (Judy Cooper) is visiting today doing Before School checks 
and offering health advice on the usual range of issues.  What is pro-
posed is that these services be extended to be more youth friendly, 
and to address some of their specific needs.  Public Health services 
are common in other High Schools in South Canterbury, and the pro-
posal will help remove barriers such as cost and access for young 
people, and impact positively on school community health and aca-
demic achievement.  The extended services include general health 
services, sexually transmitted infection screening and treatment, and 
contraception.  This service will be provided initially by Judy Cooper 
under the Supervision of SCDHB managers.  Students may make 
appointments through the Office or drop in at lunchtime, and the 
nurse will strongly encourage young people to discuss their issues 
with a parent or close relative. 
In addition to this service, the school counsellor and the Deans of 
each area of the school are available to discuss student health and 
wellbeing.  Recent news has featured several items on student men-
tal health, and it is worth drawing attention to the other services  
available.  These include: 
The Mental Health Foundation who have set up the following web-
sites: 
Common ground for young people whanau and friends which is what 
it does.  And SPARX which is an approved online mood quiz, 
followed by some advice. 
Other help services are available from: 

 Youthline – 0800 376 633, free text 234 or email 

talk@youthline.co.nz (for young people, and their parents, 
whānau and friends). 

 What's Up – 0800 942 8787 (for 5–18 year olds; 1pm to 11pm). 

 Kidsline – 0800 54 37 54 (0800 KIDSLINE) (for children up to 14 

years of age; 4pm to 6pm weekdays). 

 The Lowdown – visit the website, email 

team@thelowdown.co.nz or free text 5626 (emails and text mes-
sages will be responded to between 12 noon and 12 midnight).      
And of course, there is your local GP. 
 

Coming Events:  Best wishes to the Y1-8 Children going to the  
Upper Waitaki Cross Country in Omarama on Monday.   
The Twizel Science Fair is on next Thursday and Friday, and most 
students have interesting, self chosen projects they are presenting 
on.  There will be public viewing – we will keep you posted on  
suitable times. 
Tues 15th Aug ICAS Mathematics competitions 
Tues 22nd Aug M2 Class ski trip 
Wed 23rd  Aug M1 Class ski trip  
23rd -24th Aug Senior Science Fair in Fairlie 
Tues 29th Aug Rm 4 Ohau ski trip 
Wed 30th Aug Rm 9 Roundhilll ski trip 
Mon 4th Sept  Rm 8 Roundhill ski trip 
Tues 5th Sept  Rm 13 Ohau ski trip 
Fri 8th Sept Teacher Only day - school closed 
Mon 11th Sept School photos 
Tues19th Sept Upper Clutha Snow races 
Thur 21st Sept  MCAT for L1 Maths 
Mon 25th Sept  Sth Canterbury Anniversary Day (school closed) 
Fri 29th Sept End of Term Three Assembly. 

OFFICIAL SECTION STAR STUDENTS 

Week 2,Term 3 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Parents Of Years 7/8 Girls 
You should have received a letter from your child about 
the Self-Defence Project course we are running for the 

Year 7/8 girls. This is a valuable course that we have pre-
viously run for our female students, and it has been well 

received by both parents, and the girls involved. 
The letter sets out very clearly the content of the course, 
and how it is run.  However, if you have any concerns, 
please contact Mrs O’Carroll at school, or send her an 

email at mo@twizel.school.nz 

Ka kite ano 
William Feasey, 
Principal 

Room 7  Elina Accepting responsibility in a mature 
    manner 
Room 8  Felix AMAZING LISTENING, TALKING, 
     and THINKING in Room 8!  
Room 9  William Making very sensible choices 
Room 13  Quinn Always displaying a positive attitude  
   towards learning  
Room 4  Ted Showing excellent motivation with his
    learning and a great desire to make  
    progress; please keep it up!  
Room 5  Bailie Great work habits and quiet diligence 
     in all areas 

Library Users - Please do not attempt to repair 

books that may be ripped or coming apart! Please 

bring it to the Librarian’s attention; it will then get 

repaired using the correct equipment. 

Thank you! 

Spring Disco! 
Next Friday, 18th August 

6pm-8pm in the Church Hall, for Yrs 1-6 

Games!    Glow sticks!    Supper!  Prizes! 
$2 per child entry to support our sponsored 

child. Organised by the Twizel Community 

Church. 
(PS: Watch out for news on the  

Operation Christmas Child shoebox appeal 

happening soon!) 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/
http://www.commonground.org.nz/about/about-common-ground/
https://www.sparx.org.nz/
http://www.youthline.co.nz/
mailto:talk@youthline.co.nz
http://www.whatsup.co.nz/
http://www.kidsline.org.nz/
http://www.thelowdown.co.nz/
mailto:team@thelowdown.co.nz


Narrative writing was the emphasis in English in Term Two. The following is an example from Charlise Vitero, Year 9. 

 
The Missing Paper Doves  

 

I have lived here for over ten years. But this had never happened before. I frowned at the opened window. My room 
is covered with wallpaper of flying doves. I looked around my wall of doves. Strangely enough, every bird was  
coming off the wall. 
 

I walked over to the part of the wall where a dove recently had been. I touched the smooth wall. I glanced at the 
window. I tried to close it but to no avail. It was as if it was glued on the sides. I looked out the window and down. I 
searched for the paper doves, assuming as if they were flying up in the air. But of course, that didn’t happen. I 
pulled my head back. Something was definitely going on. I shrugged and went back to sleep. 
 

I woke up with a noise from downstairs. It was really early in the morning. I shoved my blanket away and got out of 
bed and headed downstairs. The floor creaked as I stepped slowly. The noise became louder and louder. I quickly 
opened the door and found the birds flying out of my window. The doves were making annoying noises like  
crumpling pieces of paper. 
 

I caught a paper dove in my hands. Then I let it fly but grabbed the string dangling from its tail. I held it tight so it 
wouldn’t slip off my hands, like a kite. I followed it. Soon, I ended up at a dead end street. 
 

“Uh, Seriously?” I panted. 
 

“I followed you, no, rather ran after you and you-you just…!” I pulled the string and looked at the faceless bird. 
 

Then it started to glow bright. “Ow!” I covered my eyes but still held onto the string. The glow fainted and I removed 
my arm. 
 

“Whoa…” I said. 
The paper dove had turned into a real dove. Its snowy-white feathers flapped as it tried to bite me. “No, no, no, 
don’t bite me“. The bird got away and headed behind me. 
 

“You’re the one who have my birds, huh?” A voice said behind me. 
 

I looked back and raised my shoulders in surprise. 
 

His hair was frizzy blond and he sat with his leg up on a…wait, a skip bin? There were doves on his shoulders down 
to his arms and some were sitting on his knee. Plus, there was a fat dove sitting on his head. I snickered at the 
sight. 
 

“What are you laughing at?” he asked. 
 

I continued to snicker at his poor clothing. 
 

“You look like ..., bro…” I commented. 
 

He stood up and the doves flew up but still close to him. 
 

“Thank you,” he said. 
 

I held back my laughter and just cleared my throat. “I, um, that bird just...“. He stepped closer and leaned down. 
 

“What? Stop with the stares.” I said. The guy leaned back. 
 

“Get my birds back.” He ordered. I stepped closer. 
 

“Alright, alright, I will. But first, I don’t know you and I don’t talk to strangers.” I informed him. 
  
The blond guy sat back on the skip. “You don’t have to know my name, kid. Just do me a favour and give my birds 
back,” he said. 
 

I thought about it for a moment. Sure, he looks a good guy but never trust strangers. I walked over to him with my 
hands in my pockets. “Okay. If you give me a reward or something.” I said. 
 

The slender guy put his fingers on his chin, as if he’s thinking about it. “Okay, I will give you a reward, but you won’t 
know about the reward until you give me my birds,” he stated. 
 

I nodded in agreement. “Fine.” We sealed the deal with a handshake. 
 

He told me to meet him to give the doves to him. I still wondered why he needed those birds.                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                              PTO  



 

(The Paper Doves continued) 
 
 
The whole week was about getting the birds off the wall. I had to be awake every night just to get them.  
I eventually removed all the doves. I tied them on a thick rope to prevent them from getting away. I ran all the 
way to the dead end place where the man and I had met. I stopped at the corner.  
The street lamp flickered above the stranger. 
 

“I got your birds, man!” I shouted. 
 

The guy looked around and waved at me. The birds on his shoulders flew up and headed towards the other 
doves, as if they were happy to see them. The paper birds changed into real ones. They glowed and got away 
from the rope. 
 

“Now, where’s my reward?” I asked. 
 

The guy smiled at the birds around him. He danced in the middle of the street like a weirdo. 
 

“Hey!” I yelled. “Where is my reward?” 
 

He stopped and looked at me. “Oh, yeah. Liam I forgot,” he said. 
 

I face palmed. I knew he was just going to ditch that deal, I shouldn’t have trusted him. 
 

“You don’t trust me, do you?” the guy asked with a pitiful smile. 
 

I clenched my hands. “No, I trusted you. I just felt that you were going to betray me”. 
 

“You must gain trust, Liam,” he said. 
 

The white dove sat on my shoulder. I looked at its eye. It was like telling me that I should trust people. 
 

“But I just met you, person!” I spat back. 
 

The birds came back to him and his body glowed. “That is the reward, Liam.” 
 

Then he just disappeared. “Excuse me!?” I said. 
 

A feather fell down from the sky like a leaf. I picked it up and saw the times that I had never trusted anyone.  
I couldn’t trust anyone. I never trusted anyone, at all. 
 

Warm tears rolled down my cheek. I had never felt like this before. I put the feather in my pocket and went 
home. I had learned a lesson from a stranger I never trusted. 
 

Sometimes in life, you just have to build trust to have a special relationship with people. I may have never known 
the name of that guy, but I was glad I had met him. 
 

Charlize Vitero (Y9) 
 


