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North Otago Primary School Swimming Sports 
On a cold and crisp morning last week, six Twizel Area School 
children travelled to Oamaru to compete in the NO Primary School 
Swimming Sports. This event covers all of North Otago, and  
twenty-one schools were represented.  Ages ranged from 8 –13 
years and the swimmers were all at the top of their age groups; 
selected after qualifying at their local school swimming sports.  
Representing TAS were Soffe Rocha, Bailie Lynch, Daniel 
Thompson, Finn Jacobs, Oliver Beirne and Lily Brophy. 
Some of their better results were: 
Bailie Lynch (9)  1st 25m backstroke, 3rd 100m medley, 
  4th 25m backstroke, 5th 25m freestyle 
Soffe Rocha (9) 9th 25m backstroke 
Finn Jacobs (10) 2nd 50m backstroke, 10th 50m freestyle 
Daniel Thompson (10) 6th 50m backstroke 
Lily Brophy  (11) 8th 25m breaststroke, 11th 50m backstroke 
Oliver Beirne (11) 12th 50m backstroke 
When you take into account that some of these events were 
contested by up to 40 swimmers, these results are a credit to our 
squad, especially with the limited season they had to train in the local 
pool. Many thanks to Sue McNeill and the parents who travelled to 
Oamaru with the children. 
 

Country High Schools Athletics Results 
U14 Girls ~ 
Christine Joubert  2nd Discus 
U14 Boys  
Biel Vitero  3rd 400m 
Hayden Bell  3rd High Jump 
U16 Girls  
Katisha Southern 2nd 800m 
Abigail Purton  2nd Javelin 
U16 Boys 
Nikau Whetu  1st Javelin 
U19 Girls  
Niamh Summers 2nd Discus 
Holly Newman  3rd Javelin 
U19 Boys 
Taane Whetu  1st Javelin, 2nd High Jump 
 

AT HOME WITH MATHS BOOKS 
These books will be ready to be collected 

early next week. 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL MERINO JERSEYS 
The jerseys have been held up at the Embroiderers, 
but we have been advised we will have them by the  

end of next week. 

SCHOOL DONATIONS 2016  
Just three more weeks 

to take advantage of the 

Early Bird 15% 

Discount! 
  

    Netball Coach Needed  
The Twizel Junior (School Age) Netball Club is seeking a coach for 

our Senior (Yrs 9-13) Netball Team.  If you love our game, would like 
to share your knowledge and skills, and can give us 90 minutes per 
week - May to early September - then we need YOU!  Our teams 

travel to Oamaru to compete on Saturdays (except school holidays) 
and ideally we would like our coach to accompany them some of the 
time (transport provided). This is a volunteer position.  For more info 

please contact Jane Brophy 021 930 703. 
 

BIBLE CLUB INFORMATION 
Bible Club is held in Room 13 at lunchtime on Monday. 
Most weeks we have a bible story from which we can 
learn a valuable life lesson, followed by a craft activity. 

Recently we had a Valentine’s book and decorated 
hearts as gifts. We focus on many special events like 

Easter, Mother’s/Father’s Day, Random Acts of 
Kindness Day, and Christmas.  Next week we will be 
learning a bit more about St Patricks Day via a short 

Vegetales DVD.  Last year we made cards that we sent 
to children in Vanuatu, along with gifts for Christmas. 

For more information please contact  
Sarah Thompson on 021 257 6558. 

 

MINIBALL 
Miniball for ages 7 - 12 years will start on Monday 9th 
May at the Event Centre, and will run for eight weeks. 

Junior Session (Years 3 & 4) 4.30 - 5.15pm 
Senior Session (Years 5-8)   5.15 - 6.00pm 
 

Fees: one child $10; two children $15; three or more 
$20.  Please put your name down at the Office by 
Wednesday 4th May. Fees may be paid at the School 
Office, or to myself at the basketball hall on the first 
session. 
Bring: Your best ‘have fun while learning attitude; 
non-marking sports shoes; water bottle (no bottle - 
no play); suitable clothing, including a sweatshirt 
for down times. If you bring your own ball it MUST 
be clearly named.                                ~ Tanya Coles 

Remember ~ Tuesday is a holiday! See you Wednesday! 



 
 

M1 Camp and Tramp Story 
BANG BANG BANG - down went the hog, well it would have if it 
were alive and not just a paper drawing of a hog. Thanks to Mr 

White, M1 got the opportunity to target shoot while on camp.  This 
was a cool experience for me and the others.  Another thing we got 
to do was archery with Taane.  I bet not many children get to do this 

often.  I certainly wouldn’t have done this at my old school in 
Auckland.  I feel very lucky to have been able to share these 

awesome experiences with the teachers and senior students, and of 
course my friends here at Twizel Area School.  

Oliver Beirne, M1 

OFFICIAL SECTION  

 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN 
Congratulations to Jayde Officer and Nikau Whetu who made 
the A final of the U15 double scull at the South Island 
Secondary Schools Rowing Championships at Lake 
Ruataniwha on Saturday.  Although they didn’t go better in the 
final, their 2nd placing in their heat was a tribute to the work 
they and their coaches have put in; thanks to Darrel Purton and 
Fred Strachan.  Fred is unwell at the moment so a lot of the 
time has fallen back on Darrel.  Congratulations also to the 
boatholders (drawn mainly from Year 7 to 9 students), who did 
some full-on 12 hour days down at the start. 
 

Last Friday the senior dive course students returned safely 
from Dunedin. Unfortunately the water was too rough to 
complete the number of open water dives required to become 
fully certified.  That is going to happen later when we can find a 
time that suits all, but probably a weekend. 
 

I am presently in Dunedin with ten of our Year 12-13 students,  
undergoing a two-day Careers and Personal Development  
training course. Yesterday one of the topics was money.  Many 
of our students will be eligible for a student allowance – this 
should provide enough money to live on while studying, and 
reduce the need for a student loan.  But it does depend on 
parental income; at a higher parental income point it cuts out 
completely and students may have to take out a student loan.  
This is often a worthwhile investment; New Zealanders with a 
Bachelor’s (3 year) degree or higher earned, on average, 29% 
more than those with High School only qualifications.  (This gap 
is higher in Australia and the UK, and especially higher in USA.)  
But there is a price; the average student debt on completion of a 
first degree is $29,000.  It is interest free and students can pay 
this back over many years, but you would want to be pretty sure 
that what you studied over that time was worth it, wouldn’t you?  
Fortunately our young people are getting some ideas of what it 
is they could be studying, and how it fits in with their character 
and interests.  Today they did a Meyers–Briggs personality test 
to find out more about themselves. 
 

This week at school, teachers of mathematics have been 
working with Carol Butel, our maths adviser.  She has been 
taking aspects of maths that teachers want to see taught in 
classes, and/or watching teachers and offering specific 
feedback, as well as running after school sessions for teachers 
on rich problems.  The message remains, that good 
mathematics is asking learners to think and talk about 
mathematical problems.  The cost of three carrots and four 
apples; patterns made by numbers of plates and forks; time 
before bedtime; and how long does it take to get to Fairlie? 
 

Easter Tuesday is an official holiday; schools have to be 
closed;  it is just that in most years the Ministry organises school 
holidays so that Easter is incorporated within them.  This year 
Easter is early – at the end of week 8 of term - so it breaks 
Term 1.  The last time we had a March Easter was 2008.   
Have a safe Easter everyone, and we look forward to seeing 
everybody back next Wednesday. 
 

Coming Events: 
Next Wednesday:  We have the ‘Nukes’ Ukulele teachers 
here next Wednesday, with performances for all, and practices 
for those interested music students.  Our senior Drama 
students are heading to the regional Sheilah Winn 
Shakespeare competition in Timaru.  While their preparations 
have been interrupted by many trips away, we wish them all the 
best in their performance.  It will be a fine week for the Arts! 
March 25-29  Easter Break  

April 4-10  MAADI Cup Rowing  
April 8 Be Seen For Team Green Mufti Day 

April 15  End of Term Assembly 
May 2  Term 2 begins 

STAR STUDENTS 
Week 7 Term 1 

Room 7 Greer Shows respect to teachers and students 
Room 8 Ben Fantastic effort and progress in writing  
Room 9 Georgia Showing respect 
Room 13 Alex Showing self-control and respect 
Room 4 Ashlin Showing respect to everyone in the class 
Room 5 Charlie Knows how to wait his turn and share,  
   showing respect for others   

Watch this space for news of a kid’s  
 DISCO coming up in MAY!! 

Ka kite ano, 

William Feasey, Principal 

Maths Advisor Carol Butel demon-
strates to the Proportional Group 
from Rm 15 how to use the 
decipipes when learning about 
decimals. 


