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Dear Readers of TAN  
Since I haven’t been able to write a piece in TAN this year, I 
hope your holidays were enjoyable and peaceful. Term 1 has 
kicked off and the days have gone from scorching hot to quite 
wintery, so students walking to school, put on your coats and 
stay warm! 
This week has been especially busy, with some Yr 12 and 13 
students away all week for a diving course, and North Otago 
Swimming and Aoraki Athletics on yesterday. Lab in a Box 
was here from Monday till Wednesday, and the Twizel 
Triathlon took place on Saturday, with a cool start but a good 
day for participants.  Earlier this term we also had the TAS 
Swimming Sports and also the Athletics (where we still aren’t 
quite sure of the winning House out of Ruataniwha and 
Pukaki) but well done to all the students who took part!   
Keep the hard work going and we will be in for a great year!   
                                                                 Alice, Head Student  

 

Upper Waitaki Swimming Sports  

Twizel Results 
Finn Jacobs  2nd= freestyle, 3rd backstroke 
Lewis Smythe  2nd breaststroke 
Cooper Smythe 3rd backstroke 
Daniel Thompson 2nd breaststroke, 4th freestyle 
   4th backstroke 
Oliver Beirne  2nd backstroke 
Ryan Nelson  2nd freestyle, 4th backstroke 
Kyle Nelson  4th breaststroke 
Kiara Thyne  3rd= freestyle 
Ruby Smythe  4th backstroke 
Bailie Lynch  1st freestyle, 1st backstroke 
   1st breaststroke 
Soffe Rocha  3rd breaststroke, 4th backstroke 
Monique van der Westhuizen  3rd backstroke 
Lily Brophy  2nd freestyle, 2nd backstroke,  
   2nd breaststroke 

 

 ~ Netball Coach Needed ~  
The Twizel Junior (School Age) Netball Club is seeking a coach for 

our Senior (Yrs 9-13) Netball Team.  If you love our game, would like 
to share your knowledge and skills, and can give us 90 minutes per 
week - May to early September - then we need YOU!  Our teams 

travel to Oamaru to compete on Saturdays (except school holidays) 
and ideally we would like our coach to accompany them some of the 
time (transport provided). This is a volunteer position.  For more info 

please contact Jane Brophy 021 930 703. 

Making Maths Fun! 
Last Chance to order these Fantastic 

Maths Books 
Orders for these books ‘At Home With Maths’ close at 
3.00pm tomorrow. These write-on books are a way for 
parents / caregivers to support the learning of essential 
maths skills at home and are appropriate for 4 to 11 
year olds, and some older students. 

 

 

Thanks To Andy at the Twizel Bakery, we are taking 
orders for  Delicious, Freshly Baked, Hot Cross Buns 

$4.00 per half dozen.  Place your order with payment at 
the School Office by 3.00pm Monday 21 March  (no late 

orders).  Orders will be ready to pick up 
at School on Thursday 24 March from 3.00pm. 

Room 9 Writes About Lab In A Box: 
Look at the flames coming out of my hands!     Quinn, 7yrs 

I thought that it smelt like vinegar and it was. It smelt 

gross!     Miller, 6yrs 

Yesterday Rm 9 went to Lab in a Box. It was cool. Quinn got 

scienced on, he got flames in his hands. It made an  

explosion!     Taylah, 7yrs 

We were looking at weird water.     Jessica, 6yrs 

Yesterday we went to Lab in a Box.  Quinn was holding 

flames. Mike did some experiments.  His marshmallow 

cracked. It was fun!     Sue, 6yrs 

Today our M2 class went for a little walk around the corner to the “Lab in a Box”, and to be honest I’m not a huge fan of science but this was 
a different, more exciting experience for our class, and probably the school as well. I mean it was pretty awesome to have an explosion go 
off in the palm of your hands (literally).  It may have singed a few hairs but it was totally worth the amazing experience. 
On behalf of the school and M2, thank you Ms Arkless for organising this for our school.  We really enjoyed this amazing journey through the 
world of science. This is only my point of view but I’m pretty sure that if you asked the rest of the school, they would say they all had a blast. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  ~  Zak Baikie, M2 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

OFFICIAL SECTION 

Ka kite ano, 

William Feasey, Principal 

 

 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN 
Welcome to new student Corbyn Gibbs (Y8). 

It is a pleasure to announce that Rearne Officer and Alice 
Washington-Jones have been selected as our head students 
this year.  No deputy heads, boy or girl heads just the two best 
role models as head students. 

Last week I had the pleasure of accompanying our senior 
athletes to the Country High Schools athletics in Waimate.  Our 
students were fantastic and their great sporting and general 
behaviour a credit to the school.  The results are in Dunedin 
with Mr Ferguson and will be published in TAN next week, but I 
did see some podium placings despite the intense competition.  
It was good to see the students compete in 5 of the relays as 
well, with Under 12.5 boys getting 3

rd
 thanks to their better 

baton changing. 

It was great to see the children from school and the surrounding 
district get stuck in to swimming, biking and running at the 
Twizel Triathlon 2016.  Nicola Frank and all the helpers, 
marshals and sponsors did a fabulous job putting it all together. 

On Monday we had the Lab in a Box arrive in the carpark and 
for the next 3 days the box reverberated to the sounds of 
learners discovering amazing things and hydrogen explosions.  
I, along with 2 other members of the school, attended a 
fascinating talk from Professor Frank Griffin on selecting for 
resistance across a wider range of animals he had worked with 
from Haldon deer to Saudi Oryx.  He did make the point about 
the chronic lack of funding in NZ for research.  Thanks to 
University of Otago for supplying the box and 3 scientists and 
Ms Arkless for arranging it. 

This week we have nine senior students in Dunedin going 
through a week long PADI course in scuba diving.  The credits 
they get from this qualify them for open water scuba diving and 
can be added to their other credits and therefore count towards 
NCEA Level 2 or 3 as applicable.   

On Wednesday five Year 4-8 children took part in the North 
Otago Primary Schools Swimming championships.  Increasingly 
these are dominated by 5 day a week swimming club people but 
our children acquitted themselves well with Finn Jacobs even 
earning a 2

nd
 in backstroke and Bailie Lynch a 1

st
 in 

Breaststroke and a 3
rd

 in the Medley. 

Next week we plan to take Year 12 and 13 students to Dunedin 
to a 2 day personal development and careers orientation course 
at Otago Polytechnic.  Did you know 50% of students looking 
back wish they had taken some different papers at university?  
This course is designed to help students know more about 
themselves and how to get what is best for them from what is 
on offer from all tertiary institutes including polytechnic. 

Year 1-10 First Reports will be going home on Friday.  These 
are designed to give an early view of how your child has settled 
into work this year. 

Good luck to the two rowers Nikau Whetu and Jayde Officer as 
they compete in the South Island Secondary Schools 
Championships.  Get down and support them in their first event 
the U15 double sculls around 7:05am and later Jayde will 
compete in the U16 single scull. 

Coming events:  
March 18 Y1-10 Interim Reports issued 
March 19-20  South Island Sec Schools Rowing  
March 23-24 Y12-13 Careers, Dunedin 
March 24 Y11-13 Mentor Reports issued 
March 25-29  Easter Break  

April 4-10  MAADI Cup Rowing  

April 8 Be Seen For Team Green - St John fundraiser 
 Mufti Day 

April 15 End of Term Assembly 
May 2 Term 2 begins 

STAR STUDENTS 
Week 6 Term 1 

Room 7 Jacob Making good decisions & respecting other 
   children in the classroom 
Room 8 Emma Always showing respect in the classroom & 
   around the school 
Room 9 Quinn Showing respect 
Room 13 Sam Showing respect to class members 
Room 4 Madelyn A respectful class member 
Room 5 Latoya Being on track with her reading, and respectful 
    behaviour in class   

Headlice ~ There have been several new cases 

of headlice reported in the last week or two, so would parents 
please be vigilant in regularly checking for headlice, and 
treating where necessary.  Headlice are spread by direct 
head to head contact; if one person has headlice please 

check everyone who lives in the house.  It is advisable to tie 
up long hair.  The Public Health Nurse (contact on 03 684-
1545) can provide a free prescription for headlice shampoo 

for children under 6 years old, or for $3 for Community  
Service card holders.  Our local Pharmacy has several very  

effective treatments available. 
 

Mufti Day Heads Up!! ~ On Friday 8th April 

we will be supporting St John in 
their Annual Appeal by ‘Being 
Seen For Team Green’! Bring 
along a gold coin donation and 
wear green clothes, shoes, hair, 
costumes - just go crazy with 

green! All funds raised in our community stay in 

our community.  Donate to help save lives! 

(Anneke Smit:  as@twizel.school.nz) 


