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Dear Readers of TAN, 
Final closing days of the term, with tomorrow being 

the End of Term assembly (at 1.30pm).  Seniors 

should be well into study mode now,  ready for the 

exams next term.  

Have a safe and fun holiday; work hard and stay  

focused.  See you all next term! 

Zane Morris-Bamber, Head Boy 

Ohau Snow Races  
What a great day it  was at the High Country Schools Race meet 
up at Ohau Snow Fields on Monday!  Twizel Area School  
competed with St Joseph’s School Oamaru, Omarama School, 
Papakaio School and Waitaki Valley Schools. 
Ohau Ski School director Andrew Stanford wrote the following: 
“I want to thank you all again so much for being part of our 
schools performance program this year. I’m really proud of the 
skiing development we have seen this winter. To finish on such a 
beautiful day with everyone together was awesome! It’s brilliant 
that we are able to grow this program and do more for the kids, I 
think that was the best race day I have been part of. A great 
course on the boulevard for the main race, fun dual slalom on the 
pomma, and more fun, games and racing on the snow mat. I have 
never seen an egg and spoon race on snow before! We had 164 
kids on the mountain this year, not all of them did the main course 
but I think everyone got involved and enjoyed themselves. 
I am organizing the certificates with reports; I hope to finish these 
soon and will get them out to you for after the holidays. I’m not 
going to get them all finished by Friday. 
Remember we are open until 4th October and would love to see 
you or any of the kids up here!  
 

Twizel Results: 
Senior Skiers: 1st Taane Whetu   2nd Nikau Whetu  
            3rd Niamh Summers                          
Primary Senior Skiers:  4th Harry Delaney   6th India Rive  

Primary older Junior  
Skiers:  
1st Holly Skinner   
2nd Jenna Evans   
4th Jessie  Evans 
5th Fred Grant   
Primary younger  
Junior Skiers:  
2nd Ted Williamson  
Snowboarders Senior:  
1st Gideon Thompson  
2nd  Kellen Rabbidge  
 3rd  Zane Morris-Bamber  
Snowboarders Junior:   
1st  Zak Baikie  
2nd Caleb Thompson   
3rd Jacob Mayo  

4th  Christine Joubert   
5th Oliver Beirne  

 
 

Twizel Area 
School was 

placed 1st overall   
~ Go Twizel !! 

Twizel Area School Board of Trustees Election  
Declaration of Student Representative Election 
Results 
 

Carpenter, Emily 8 
Cole, Louise 5 
Purton, Abby 17 
 

I hereby declare Abby Purton duly elected. 
 

Signed, 
Maria McDonald 

Returning Officer 

Race Day competitors  
awaiting the start of 
the day’s events. 

PIE WARMER REMINDER ~ The pie warmer will go 

into summer hibernation next term, so tomorrow is the 

last day of operation until next winter! 



 

 
 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN 
The wintery Term 3 has flown by, and some days can feel  
almost spring like. 
Accompanying this TAN is the Board of Trustees report for the 
term, and as mentioned there, the Education Review Office 
will be visiting us for the first 3-4 days of next term.  The Board 
and school have made a lot of progress since the last review, 
and we aim to show what has been achieved, as well as have 
some discussion about the next steps to take. 
Exam week came to a close last Friday, with catch-ups for 
those who were absent during the week.  On the Thursday 
some Year 11 students sat the Level 1 Mathematics Common 
Assessment Task (or MCAT), which is a shorter test sat by all 
those entered throughout NZ at about the same time, but used 
to benchmark their results with the rest of NZ (like an exam, 
really!).  
 

Congratulations to all the Snow Club participants who took 
part in the races up at Ohau, and as you can see from the list, 
raced with a great deal of success due to the skill they had 
accumulated over the season!  Thanks to all the parents who 
accompanied them up there; Mr Sweney the bus driver, and 
most of all  - Ansja de Boer, Ms McNeill, and Mr Ferguson for 
organising and accompanying the students.  It is not quite the 
end of season yet for the race team; last weekend Taane 
Whetu won U18 boys in the Youth Series races, and this 
weekend sees the finals at Cardrona with a number of our 
snow sports representatives taking part.   
Good luck racers and riders! 
This week we aim to complete Three Way Conference  
reports for seniors, so they have a good idea of what to work 
on over the holidays and into next term to complete their 
qualifications.  If you haven’t had a conference with your stu-
dent and teacher yet, please make the time to do so. 
 

Health and Maori Consultations:  Again, as mentioned in 
the Board newsletter, this will be out over the holidays with 
supporting material for the health consultation available in the 
library.  We value your point of view, so please take time to 
read it and if it agrees with you tick; or if you have more to 
add, write on it, and return to the box in the Library foyer. 
 

Coming Events: 
Tomorrow, Friday - End of Term Assembly 1:30pm.  
Students will be dismissed from school after this, at approxi-
mately 2:30pm. 
In the last weekend of the holidays Twizel is hosting the Night 
Sky Festival.  Some astronomical participants, including the 
Education Manager at Science Alive, have kindly agreed to 
stay on during the Monday (the first day of term) to take our 
whole school, class by class, through the “Discovery Dome” 
set up in the Events Centre.  This should bring my two  
favourite things together:  “fun” and “learning”. 
Have a good holiday, everybody. 

                                                                

Huxley Lodge Working Bee 

Saturday & Sunday, October 11/12th; (last weekend 

of the school holidays).  

If you can help in any area, Riaan  

(Board of Trustees) would love to hear from you! 

Please email him for more information on: 

ajvdwe@gmail.com 

OFFICIAL SECTION 

William Feasey, Principal 

STAR STUDENTS     
Week 9 Term Three 

Room 7 Jacob Fantastic story writing ideas 
Room 9 Quinn Enormous effort in writing 
Room 13 Maddy Shows friendship & co-operation, & gets on well 
with   everyone 
Room 4 Ruby  Achieving Personal Bests in all of her work  
Room 5 Rosie Making great progress in reading, & being diligent 
  about doing her Reading homework  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Incredible Years Programme 
Twizel may have the opportunity in 2016 to host the Incredi-

ble Years Programme. The Incredible Years is a series of in-

terlocking, evidence-based programmes for parents supported 

by 30 years of research. The programme’s goal is to prevent 

and treat young children’s behaviour problems and promote 

their social, emotional and academic competence. 

If you have young children and would be interested in joining 

this programme please ask for The Family Works Client Re-

ferral Form at the School Office. The programme could be 

run either in February or August, or both, if the demand is 

there. The programme is of 14 weeks duration and will be 

held where the majority of registrations come from. 

More information can be found about The Incredible Years  

online or from: Liz Munro ph. 03 688 5029 (ext. 804) 

Room 9 students doing Tai Chi with 
Sheena, as part of their unit on China. 



Twizel Area School Board of Trustees News – September 2015 
 

As the end of winter and the end of another school term approaches we have a few 

things to catch you all up on… so here goes! 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

The Board would like to thank Mr Potter for all his hard work around the board table over the 

last few years.  He has decided to step aside as the staff representative on the board and Mrs 

Potter has kindly stepped up to the challenge, until the elections in the middle of 2016. 

Our Student Representative, Shekinah Mills attended her final board meeting last week, we 

thank her for her input over the past 12 months, and we look forward to welcoming the new 

Student Rep at our next meeting. 

 

EDUCATION REVIEW OFFICE (ERO) REVIEW 

ERO have advised us that we are due for another review in Term 4.  The Board, Senior Man-

agement Team, Teachers and Support Staff have been busy getting all the details together 

that ERO require us to provide them prior to their on-site visit.  The Reviewers will be at the 

school for the first 3-4 days of Term 4, where they will look into many different aspects of the 

school, and engage many of us in several meetings.  As with all reviews this can be quite 

nerve wracking, however we have improved in a majority of the areas that they queried in 

their last review, so we are quietly confident. 

 

HUXLEY WORKING BEE – 10
th 

& 11
th

 OCTOBER 

With spring and summer just around the corner, one of the Board objectives this year is to 

spend some time and money at Huxley to give it a bit of much needed TLC. 

Riaan van der Westhuizen has taken on the coordination of this task and the first step is a 

working bee on the last weekend of the school holidays.  So, if you are handy with a paint 

brush, or power tool and you want to help, please contact Riaan for more details. 

 

MAORI AND HEALTH CONSULTATIONS 

We are required by the Ministry of Education to consult with our community at different times 

on several issues.  Two of these consultations we are planning to work on over the next few 

weeks: 

The Maori Consultation - in which we ask our Maori community if we are meeting the 

needs of our Maori Students. 

The Health Consultation – this is around the curriculum we need to deliver to our students 

including relationship, sexuality, alcohol and other drug education.  The Ministry of Edu-

cation have very specific requirements over what we need to teach our students in this 

area.  Please take the time to read the consultation document and make any com-

ments.  The Board then review the comments before signing off on a health curriculum 

that will be taught in school. 

Your input is important in these processes. 

 



NEW COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 

We are looking at trialling a new communication system which will allow us to target specific 

messages to specific groups.  For us to do this successfully we need to have as many up to 

date email addresses and mobile phone numbers as possible.  

We would appreciate if you could please ensure that the office ladies have your correct con-

tact details – thank you. 

 

CASH HANDLING IN THE OFFICE 

Alongside updating communication with parents and caregivers we are looking into streamlin-

ing operations for our office staff, and one of the major areas (especially in snow club Term 3!) 

is the amount of cash handling that goes on in the office.  

Where possible, if you have the means to pay by direct credit straight into the school bank ac-

count, please do so.  

The office ladies can provide you the bank account details… PLEASE remember to reference 

the payment correctly with student name and payment reason. 

 

CYBERSAFETY / INTERNET SAFETY  

An area of increasing interest to the Board is that of internet security and cyber safety, this is 

an area where things change almost daily, and we, as your Board are charged with ensuring 

that not only are our students provided with a safe physical environment but also a safe digital 

environment as well. 

To this end, we have decided to invest in some professional development in this area by bring-

ing in an experienced consultant who specialises in the area of education, John Parsons. 

He will be running some sessions with our students as well as the staff and Board over a 2 day 

period. 

We believe that it is in the interest of all of our community to increase our knowledge in this ar-

ea that we have decided to engage him in an evening session with parents, caregivers and 

any other interested persons. 

This evening session will be held on Thursday 22
nd

 October at the Events Centre – more de-

tails will be published in the TAN and Twizel Update closer to the time. 

In the meantime, if you want more details regarding John Parsons and his programmes please 
take a look at his website http://www.simulate2educate.co.nz/ 

 

 

We wish you all an enjoyable 2 week break, and look forward to seeing you all back at the 

start of Term 4. 

 

Nyree Schaar 

Chairperson 

Twizel Area School Board of Trustees  

http://www.simulate2educate.co.nz/

