
 

   

Dear Readers of TAN 

As the ruckus and excitement of the Formal settles after a successful Satur-
day evening, the atmosphere around the school seems to be dying down to 
its "normal" pace. However, the excitement and stress still seems to be ever 
present, as the Seniors sit mock exams this week, as a gentle yet painful 
reminder that the real externals are very close. Also, as a special treat,  
tomorrow we get to see the Junior students showing off their dramatic  
aspirations (which I particularly enjoy!)  

Cain Sleep, Deputy Head Boy 

 

Parents and Caregivers 
In line with our Health Program, the Middle School will be 

starting units on Puberty and Sexual Education in Term 4. 

Please keep a look out for the letter that has been sent home 

with every student.  If for some reason you do not want your 

child to take part in these classes, please put this in writing 

to the Principal.  

 

Ohau Race Day Results ~ WELL DONE TWIZEL! 
(Twizel results to first four places): 

Primary Junior Girls: 

1st Holly Skinner 

2nd  Jenna Evans 

3rd Jessie Evans 

Primary Senior Girls: 

1st Mackenzie Frost 

2nd Kaya Skinner 

3rd Brooke Rabbidge 

Senior Girls: 

1st Niamh Summers 

Snow Boarders: 

2nd Gideon Thompson 

3rd Caleb Thompson 

4th Jonathan Thompson 

 

Issue 1079                                                                                                    18th September 2014 

VOTE NOW! Voting closes 12noon tomorrow! 

TWIZEL AREA SCHOOL BOT STUDENT REP 
There are four nominations for this position: 

Emily Carpenter 
Shekinah Mills 

Nick Preston-Marshall 
Sahar Ritchie 

JUNIOR DRAMA FESTIVAL  
TOMORROW, 1.30 pm, Event Centre Theatre 

  Entry: a gold coin to help pay for theatre hire. 
 

Come and see the  
Year 1 to 6 students  
perform their short  
plays for you.  New  
twists to old tales,  
and stories from the  
old, new and other  
Worlds.  We aim to  
finish at 3.05 pm  
if possible!  
 

Right:  A sneaky peep at a  
scene from Room 4’s play 
“The Great Kapok Tree”. 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

     
M3 EBOLA Mufti Day & Coin Trail 

 

Currently the Ebola Crisis hasn’t been on the news but it is a 
big problem and we mean BIG (Just Google 'News Ebola' and 
you'll see what we're talking about). 
 Ebola is a deadly disease that attacks the entire body system 
and it has killed lots of people and infected many more, it won’t 
be controlled if no-one steps up to the plate and donates. 
 It is in West Africa in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia 
and Senegal, and the virus is spreading fast.  The death toll as 
of last Friday, September 12

th
 was 2400 out of 4784.  

Experts say that the number of Ebola cases will double every 
fortnight unless there is a massive international effort to stop it. 
 M3 has come up with a plan to have a mufti day and a coin 
trail next Thursday to raise funds for resources and doctors to 
help the Ebola patients.  We will be sending the money that we 
raise to an organisation called Mèdecins Sans Frontières or 
Doctors Without Borders. 
 If you would like to donate towards helping stop the Ebola  
Virus then go to www.msf.org/ and donate any amount. 
 So next Thursday we need everyone to bring along loose 

change (lots of it) and help save lives.    
(Seniors - it's a gold coin for mufti as usual, plus whatever 

you can bring to add to the coin trail). 
 

Run For A Life 2014 
St Bede’s College is conducting a fund-raising run around the 

South Island from the 24th to the 29th of September.  Two 
teams, one starting from Mount Cook and one from Cromwell 

will pass through Twizel next Thursday, 25th September. 
Funds raised ($100,000 in 2010 and $160,000 in 2012) all go 
to support CANTEEN and in particular the running of Camp 
Quality for teenage sufferers of cancer and their siblings.  If 
you would like to support this cause and these young men 
(and women) who are making the run please feel free to  

donate in the box at the School Office. 

Recipe Submission Date Extended! 
Due to Junior School Drama Week and Senior School 

exams the submission date for recipes has been moved 

to next Thursday, 25 September.  Hurry or your name 

and recipe will not be in the Cook Book for 2014!   

Send your recipe through now! 

Primary Junior Boys: 
1st Daniel Thompson 
2nd Finn McKinley 
3rd Nathan Campbell 
4th  Fred Grant 
Primary Senior Boys: 
1st Nikau Whetu 
2nd Jayde Officer 
3rd Ryan Nelson 
4th Kyle Nelson 
Senior Boys: 
1st Taane Whetu 
Overall Team Points: 
1st Twizel 124 
2nd Omarama    8 
3rd Waitaki Valley    6 

http://www.msf.org/


 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN  
Strategic Plan Review:   Thank you to the parents and caregivers 
who have contributed thoughtful comments to the survey sent out via 
email link and paper, to give input to the Board of Trustees strategic 
planning over the next month.  There is still time to have your say; the 
survey closes tomorrow, Friday.  The Board of Trustees is also keen 
to hear from people directly, and is planning a discussion and listening 
session before the End of Term assembly next Friday.  Here you will 
be able to meet and sit with individual board members to discuss 
school goals. 
 

School Formal:  Congratulations to the senior students who enjoyed 
themselves in a responsible way last Saturday night.  Over 70 young 
people danced the night away to the sounds provided by the DJ.   
We were joined by 30 Mackenzie College students, which provided 
our young people with a different group of people to socialise with 
than they normally do. Well done to the student organising group; 
Chelsea, Jess and Kushla, who managed to put together a great night 
with the help of committed parent and teacher supporters. 
 

Exams:  There was no resting though, as from Monday onwards this 
week Year 11-13 sat mock exams in the subjects they will be sitting 
externally marked papers for in November.  For many students the 
amount of internal assessment has reduced the weight of exams in 
calculating the final results, although for most students exams are still 
important to get over the 80 credit line for the Level 1, 2 or 3 Certifi-
cate. Increasingly, we are stressing the importance of not just passing 
but passing well; earning merit and excellence grades that show bet-
ter explanations and higher level thinking.  For some of our students 
now the goal is a Certificate Endorsement, where 50 of the 80 credits 
are awarded merit or excellence. 
 

Upper Waitaki Snow Sports Race Day:  Over 80 students from  
Duntroon to Twizel took part in the annual Ski and Board races on the 
slopes of Ohau yesterday.  Thanks to the generous support of Mike 
and Louise Nielson, a terrific array of prizes was distributed amongst 
the competitors. The Twizel Team achieved some outstanding  
results, as you will see from the summary over the page.  
 

Student Representative on Board of Trustees Election:   
Student voting for their representative on the BOT closes tomorrow 
and we are fortunate to have a choice from the four students who are 
standing for the position.  It is good to see them putting themselves 
forward for such civic duty.  The student representative, despite the 
name, doesn’t just represent student views on the board – they are a 
full trustee, equal with the others, whose duty is to guide the whole 
school in the right direction.  It is an important role, so I hope Year 9 
and up students exercise their vote by tomorrow noon.   
Ditto for the other election on Saturday – where the contrast between 
the parties is much more marked! 
 

I am looking forward to the Junior Drama Festival tomorrow 
(Friday).  The Year 1-6 classes have been preparing different plays to 
present to parents in the afternoon; each with their own individual 
class flavour, depending partly on how much time they had, in  
between all that reading, writing, and sports they have been doing.   
I am sure parents and supporters attending the event will be in for a  
delightful experience. 
 

Coming Events: 

► Board meeting tonight 7:00pm in Room 19.  All are welcome to  

 attend. 

► Monday 22nd  Sept: South Canter-

bury Anniversary Day.   
School will be closed. 

Ka kite ano 

William Feasey, Principal 

OFFICIAL SECTION 

Star Students   
Week 8, Term 3  

Room 7  Dacota Making good choices 
Room 9  William R Effort in Drama 
Room 13  Jessie Working so well  in Reading & Maths 
Room 4  Zach Being fair, trustworthy, & respectful 
Room 5  Bailey Very good work in Maths 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M2 Visits Historic Pa Site 
Kaiapoi Pa is on a small back road north of the town of Kaiapoi.  

There is little to indicate this site was once the paramount Pa of 

the Ngai Tahu where precious pounamu was traded for titi, 

shellfish, finely woven mats, feathered cloaks, and latterly  

muskets.  It was also the site of a terrible massacre of Ngai  

Tahu by Te Rauparaha and his 600 warriors. 

Te Rauparaha had laid siege to the Pa for three months, before, 

tired of waiting, he ordered his warriors to start piling dried  

manuka bushes against the Pa's palisades.  Although the Ngai 

Tahu within the Pa tried to remove the manuka each night, it 

eventually grew too high for them.  So, as the wind was blowing 

from the north-west, away from the Pa, the Ngai Tahu decided 

to light the manuka pile to get rid of it.  Unfortunately the wind 

swung to the south-west, and set the palings alight.  Te Rau-

paraha took advantage of the fire to force his way into the Pa 

and set about slaughtering those within it.  Only 200 escaped 

the Pa from a possible 1000 occupants. 

Year 8 (M2) were guided around the Kaiapoi Pa site by Manaia 

Cunningham and listened to him telling the story of the Siege.  

Manaia pointed out the gates into the Pa and explained who 

would have come through which one. 

The class also went to Waikuku to see where the Otakou chief 

Taiaroa had led his warriors from Banks Peninsula along the 

beach in his vain attempt to relieve the Siege.  Manaia also told 

us that many of the 200 who escaped went through the marsh-

es that surrounded the Pa on two sides.  Unbeknown to Te 

Rauparaha's men, the Ngai Tahu had put stepping stones just 

beneath the water to guide people through the swamp.  So as 

the fugitives ran away they appeared to be walking on water, a  

singular feat considering their dire circumstances! 

This trip was really valued by the students, not only because of 

what they learnt but because some were able to walk where 

their ancestors had lived, and others could visualise the history. 

Left:  M2 listen attentively as guide Manaia Cunningham relates some of the  
stories surrounding the historic Kaiapoi Pa site. 


