
 

Dear Readers of TAN ~ Well I am sad to say, winter is here! So 

cover up and stay warm, snow angels won’t be far away. 

So, the last couple of weeks have been crazy, with the SAS  

tournament, Wellington, and you guys all getting an extra day off 

school, but hopefully all will calm down now, until next term’s skiing 

(can’t wait!)  It was my third and last time in Wellington for the  

Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival, and I really enjoyed the experi-

ence; hardly any sleep of course, being in the same room as Emily, 

but it was worth it!  I hope others of you get to experience it too, in 

the coming years. Enjoy the rest of your short week!   

                                                                                           Jess Tonner, Head Girl 
 

Open Morning at TAS 
Next Friday 13th June 2014, 9am to 12:35pm 

 

The students and staff of Twizel Area School invite parents and 

caregivers to visit the school and take a look around.  
 

The school is open from 9.00am to 12:35pm on Friday 13 June. 

We ask visitors to sign in and out at the School Office.  
 

Mr Feasey will meet you there and you can take a tour through 

the school.  Details of what is on in the different classes will be 

available. 

Join the staff for a cup of tea or coffee at interval and if you 

can, take the time to attend the weekly Junior Assembly in the 

Multi-purpose Hall at noon. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

JUNIOR CLIMBING CLUB 
~ For New Entrants to age 12 years ~  

Junior Climbing Club starts next Tuesday, 3.30 to 5.00pm. 
Cost is $3.00 per session. A parent will need to accompany each 

child and help with belaying (we’ll show you how)! 
 

‘Family Time’ by Braden McArthur, Room 5 
Saturday, the best day of the weekend! I had gone out to see my family. 
We went to the Power Station by the gravel pits. We went up the hill and 
got an amazing view.  Next, the two kids, Amelia and Caitlin came sprint-
ing down the hill with me. When we got down we ran to the car and 
jumped in.  As soon as we were about  to turn into the street my Dad 
tricked us and did a donut (drifting).  The kids and I were screaming “that 
was sooooo much fun”!  When all that screaming stopped we went  to my 
house and played some games, like Hide & Go Seek, Tag, and our own 
made-up game. Next we went outside to see what was going on. My dirt 
bike was going, so the kids and I went go on it. I made my own track, by 
making it so muddy.  It was a Great Day. 
 

‘Queenstown Holidays’ by Willow Cole, Room 5 
“Queenstown was amazing”! On Friday after school my family went to 
Queenstown for a big adventure. “Lollies”! We went to the Remarkable 
Sweet Shop and bought 15 sour eggs.  One hour later….”I’ve got a   
tummy-ache”.  “I told you not to eat them all at once! Did you eat those 10 
packets of gum with 45 pieces in each” ?  “Half of them”, I said to my 
Mum.  After my tummy-ache had passed we went to the Warehouse to 
buy  the boots I’d wanted forever.  We also ordered a baseball jersey.  I 
did chores in our holiday house to save up for a phone.  On the TV we 
saw a volcano erupting, and then I saw Mrs Sheridan on TV talking about 
the building of Twizel. 
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A Great Thespian Experience! 
On the way to Picton the Henry VI cast stopped at Ohau Bay on 
the Kaikoura Coast to see the seal pups cavorting in the water-
fall. Emily wanted to take one back with her, but everyone 
told her that it would be a bit fishy! She was also a little  
confused when Mr Potter asked for her passport when driving 
onto the inter-island Ferry! 
Wellington did not live up to its reputation of wind and wet. 
While the students were there the Capital was bathed in  
sunshine with light breezes coming off the hills.  
The students took part in a variety of workshops on the Friday. 
Some worked on putting Shakespeare’s language into action, 
one learnt an Elizabethan jig, another how to direct a Shake-
spearean play, and a number how to fight realistically on 
stage.  
On the Friday evening the students were taken to see  
Equivocation at the Circa Theatre. The play was about William 
Shakespeare being given the task of writing a play about the 
Gunpowder Plot for James I. Throughout the play the six  
actors moved the audience from hilarious comedy to  
suspenseful tragedy. The students learnt a lot about acting 
from the experience.   
At the Festival, watching the 46 other plays allowed the  
students to sharpen their critical appreciation of other actors’ 
work. There were some excellent and innovative scenes  
presented by other schools that will help them consider  
alterations to their own devised work.  
The students presented their own extract from Henry VI on the 
Sunday morning. The audience appreciated their work, as did 
Mr Grant and Joshua Coles-Braun, who had travelled to  
Wellington to see it. At the awards ceremony on Sunday even-
ing Twizel Area School again won the Most Cooperative School 
given by the organisers of SGCNZ. 
A tired but happy group of actors (Jessica, Cain, Shanon, Liam 
and Emily) arrived home on Monday evening after their five 
days away in Wellington.  A brilliant time had by all! 

Emily, Jessica, & Cain  
on stage in Wellington 



 

M1 Go 

Nuts! 
M1 did an interest-
ing science experi-
ment where we 
burned nuts on  
Bunsen burners to 
see what the weight 
of different types of 
nuts would be after 
the nuts had been 
burned. 
We compared the 
Brazil nut, the wal-
nut and the peanut. The amount of weight each nut shrunk was quite 
significant. One group’s peanut had the weight of 0.69g  and after it 
was burned it was 0.06g! The walnut ended up like a flake afterwards 

and the Brazil nuts looked like burned pancakes!            Tom Grant, M1 
 

Cutting of Wilding Pines ~ The SADD students 

will be participating in the cutting of wilding pines over the next 
two weekends. We plan to be part of the Pukaki-Twizel Land-
care group going out this Saturday at 10.00am - 12noon but 
have also arranged to cut some pines down on Sunday 15 
June from 11.30am - 2.00pm.  Any other student who wishes 
to join us is encouraged to do so. As transport will need to be 
arranged, you need to see Mrs O'Carroll to obtain a permis-
sion form.  We look forward to seeing lots of students partici-
pating in this worthwhile community activity. 
 

 Don’t Forget! Junior Netball  
for Years 1 & 2 children starts this Sunday, Events 
Centre Sports Hall, 10.30 - 11.30am. Cost $2 per week.  
Wear comfortable clothing and bring a water bottle. 

 

 TWIZEL GYM USERS ~ Please note the gym will be 

closed next Thursday, 12th June (all day and evening) for 
floor repairs. 

 

 TWIZEL JUNIOR NETBALL CLUB ~  
Cheese rolls are coming….. Watch this space!! 

 

 FOODWRAP ORDERS CLOSE TOMORROW!  

 

 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN  
A special welcome to Millie Hawkins (Y4), who comes to us 
from Roxburgh Area School. Enjoy your time at our school,  
Millie. 

Two celebrations! 
In 2013 85% of Twizel Area School leavers achieved Level 2 or 
better.  The Ministry of Education ‘Data Unit’ wrote to us recent-
ly with their records of what all our 2013 leavers achieved in 
NCEA  

 
*(the students who achieved University Entrance (UE) are also 
counted in Level 3). 
The data unit also compiled the Level 2 or better figures for TAS 
for past 5 years and compared them to all of New Zealand. 

 
You can immediately see that there is variation from year to 
year, particularly with smaller numbers. 
The government had set a goal that by 2017 85% of 18 year 
olds would have Level 2 or greater, because they see that as 
the ‘minimal’ qualification for students to be able to take part in 
the new knowledge economy.  ‘Getting there’ three years ahead 
of goal is an achievement worthy of celebration, and reflects 
well on the great work done, firstly by the students themselves, 
and also by the teachers who have taught them.  This is true of 
the teaching from Year 1 upwards, as well as parent support.  
This is no occasion for complacency though; students, staff and 
community are mindful that we need to sustain this level of 
achievement by intelligent hard work. 
 

Celebrations and congratulations to the five students who 
performed so well at the National finals of the Shakespeare 
competition over Queen’s Birthday and who also won the award 
for most cooperative school.  You can read more about this over 
the page, but this is the third year in a row that we have had 
drama students at the national finals, which is a fine achieve-
ment for those students; Mrs Potter’s tuition; and the other 
teachers who have supported our drama students. 
 

And some more good news.  Last week I signed an  
agreement with Network For Learning (N4L) to provide  
managed network facility via fibre to the school.  This means 
that inside of ten weeks we will have 50Mb/sec data through 
content filtering provided by N4L.  This will not revolutionise 
learning by itself, but with teaching and learning techniques 
adapted to the new environment and the right equipment, we 
are in for a period of profound change in the school. 
 

Today and tomorrow we have the Police Education Team at 
school and tomorrow a special guest will be working with some 
students. 
Coming Events: 
► Tonight at 7pm is the Board of Trustees meeting in 

Room 19. All are welcome to attend. 
► Next Wednesday is Support Staff Day ~ a time to recog-

nise and celebrate the great work that our office ladies, 
librarians, teacher aides, cleaners and caretakers do to 
keep the school the vibrant learning place that it is.   

► Next Friday is the school open morning; I welcome every-

one to come and see the quality and range of learning 

going on in Twizel Area 

School. 

Below 

L1 

Level 

1 

Level 

2 

Level 

3+ 

Total UE 

1 1 7 4 13 3* 

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Twizel 67% (8) 82%(9) 56%(5) 67%(4) 85%(11) 

NZ 68% 70% 73% 75% 74% 

Ka kite ano 

William Feasey, Principal 

OFFICIAL SECTION  Star Students   
Week 4, Term 2  

Room 7  Jackson Completing his work quickly now 
Room 9       William D Making great choices 
Room 13        Ashlin Working well in Maths 

Room 4        Charlie A respectful, caring, & trustworthy  
   attitude 
Room 5         Brayden Quiet, diligent work in class. 

       India, Tom, and Sarah 
        with the results of their  
        nut experiment          


