
Dear Readers of TAN, 
 

As we hurtle head-first through Term 3 towards the looming threat of end-of
-year exams, I would like to pause and ask a simple question: what  
happened to winter? 
 

Everyone knows I'm new in town – this is my first year, and thus my first 
winter, in Twizel. But what I was told by many locals over the summer  
suggested that winter would be an endless flurry of inch-thick frosts and 
temperatures well below absolute zero, accompanied by endless pea-soup 
fogs that reduce visibility on the treacherously icy roads to about 30  
millimetres. None of this has occurred. Sure, we had a few sub-zero days, 
and we did get a hoar frost about – oh, once. It got a little foggy from time 
to time too, and at one point we even had snow. But still I feel let down – 
winter just didn't live up to my expectations. 
 

Now I may be new here, but I know enough to take certain things with a 
pinch of salt when it comes to the locals.  
You guys are proud of your harsh winter, and you miss no opportunity to 
relay the associated hardships to outsiders in gory detail. That's fair 
enough, but what makes it worse is that in this case I know it's more than 
just the exaggeration of a patriotic population.  Last year I visited Twizel in 
July and the frost was so thick I could barely see over it – when I could 
even see it through the fog, that is. This year, it seems things just aren't up 
to scratch. 
 

It's now the middle of August, so unless Jack Frost gets his act together 
pretty quickly it's all over – I'll be heading off to University in the big city 
next year and Twizel will be forever locked in my memory as a balmy winter 

resort.   It's a shame really.  
                                                             Luke Preston-Marshall, Year 13 

 

SCIENCE FAIR 
Everyone is invited to come along and 

enjoy the Science Fair exhibits on  
display in the MPR Room tomorrow, 

Friday, from 3.05 until 4.30pm.  It has been a very busy 
few weeks for those involved,  and some students in 

particular have worked extremely hard on their projects.  
Thank you to all parents who have also shared the ex-

perience; please take the time to come and view the 
results of all the hard work. 

~ WINTER SKILLS SPORTS DAY ~  
Our annual Winter Skills Sports Day held at  

Duntroon is on next Thursday, 22nd August.  We will 
be leaving school sharp at 8.30am, as we need to be 

there by 10.00am, ready to start.  Thursday is also Jun-
ior Snow Club day.  Students who are in the Snow Club 
may choose whether they go to Winter Sports or Ohau 

Ski Field that day.   
However, if Snow Club is cancelled due to weather  

conditions the students who chose this option will stay 
at school for the day. 

 

  

Health Term 3  
All students in Years 7 - 10 will be participating in Puberty 
(Yrs 7-8) and Sexuality Education (Yrs 9-10) within the 
next week or two. Letters have been given to Middle 
School students to share with parents and caregivers. If 
you have not seen a letter from your child, please ask 
them as it contains important information for parents about 
the content being taught.  If you have any concerns, 
please ring or come and see me. 
                                     Mrs O'Carroll (Health Years 7-10) 

 

North Otago Cross-Country 
Monday 2nd September  

(postponement date Wednesday 3rd September) 
All interested runners Y5 and over please leave your name at 
the Office. Car pooling will be an option for travel to this event. 

 

NCEA Fees - A Reminder! 
There are some senior students who have yet to pay their NCEA 
fees for the up-coming exams.  These are due tomorrow.   If you 
have a community card or you believe that you are eligible for 
financial assistance please contact Mr Potter for the appropriate 
form as soon as possible. 

 

Youth Centre News 
 This week (Friday, 16 August) we have the climbing 
wall booked so wear comfy clothes and bring a gold 

coin please, for hall hire costs.                                                                                                       
~ Cheers KP ~ 
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Katie’s Memory Seat 

The Home & School would like to invite  

individuals and families to make a contribution 

to a memorial seat for Katie Lamb. 

Katie’s seat is currently being constructed 

locally and will be placed in a garden area 

near Room 13 this spring. 

There are plans to tidy and develop the  

garden area.  We envisage this will be a  

lovely remembering place for students. 

If you wish to make a donation towards 

Katie’s seat, please place it in the box at the 

Office. 



 

 Congratulations to           

MASON TOKI, our sole prize 

winner in this year’s  Artarama  

Exhibition.   Mason’s entry was a collage of 

the Takahe.  Well Done also to all  

students whose art work was selected for the 

exhibition, we have been told your exhibits looked amazing, 

and attracted many  favourable comments! 
 

 

Team Ohau 

Team Ohau came home from Treble Cone with two 

medals last Sunday; Well Done, and keep up the 

hard work! Good Luck to the teams heading to 

Mount Hutt on Saturday, and the Aoraki Secondary 

Schools Championships at Dobson on Sunday. 
 

Please collect Food Wrap orders from the 
School Office. 

 
 

Kia Ora and Welcome to TAN 
A hearty  congratulations to the Aoraki Maths Year 7 and 8 teams for 

their very successful efforts in Timaru last evening.  The Year 7’s 

played strategically as they had practiced, and passed on a couple of 

questions to make sure they finished in time, but missed out on the 

three-way play off for the podium places by teams that had got those 

questions wrong, and so ended up 5th of 28 teams.  The Year 8’s took 

that lesson to heart and attempted to answer all questions, but ran out of 

time, finishing further down their field.  Well done to Morgan  

Davidson, Maddison Skinner, Jilun Hung, Holly Frewen , Hannah  

Aronsen, Roshni Crow, Georgia Ashton and Sahar Richie on their 

mathematical teamwork!  As an indication of how competitive this 

event is, and something noted for next time, most runners (responsible 

for bringing the answers up to the top table) were in PE gear, not regu-

lar school uniform!  Thanks to Ms McLennan and Clayton Kelly for 

accompanying our students there,  and the late (11:30pm!) drive back.  

Good luck to the Year 9 and 10’s heading off this afternoon! 
 

Congratulations also to Mason Toki for his award winning collage at 

the Artarama prizegiving held in Timaru last weekend.  The standard of 

our entries this year was very high, particularly for the seniors, and we 

were disappointed not to pick up more prizes.  The exhibition will  

remain open until the 25th August so if you are in Timaru over this time, 

go along to the Aigantighe Gallery for a look.  (If you visit over the 

weekend you can enter the draw for a Tablet!) 
 

While we are in the congratulatory mode, last Saturday the Mackenzie 

Rugby Club held their end-of-season prizegiving in Fairlie, with several 

Twizel players receiving awards.  The season has been great for our 

children; several of the teams feature five or more Twizel boys, and I 

would like to thank the Rugby parents for making these great opportu-

nities available for the benefit of our children. 
 

On Tuesday forty students sat the ICAS Maths Competition, and we 

await the results in due course. 
 

I would encourage parents to come along at look at the Science Fair in 

school tomorrow as outlined in this TAN; many of these students have 

been working hard on putting the scientific methods into practice, with 

some interesting results!  A selection of the projects will be entered in 

the Fairlie Science Fair on Tuesday. 
 

Looking ahead, we have the Winter 

Sports tournament for juniors in  

Duntroon next Thursday, while  Class 

and Snow Club Skiing continues. 

                      Aoraki Maths 

Ka kite ano,  
William Feasey, Principal 

OFFICIAL SECTION Star Students     
Term Three, Week 2 

Room 7 Charles Making good choices 

Room 9 Cooper A positive attitude to learning  

Room 13 Robert Working well on spelling & reading 

Room 4 James Good decision making 

Room 5 Kyle  Taking school work seriously, &  

    communicating well.  

Our Year 7 Team, who placed 5th out of 28 teams: Morgan, Maddy, Holly, Jilun 

We are very proud of our Year 7 and 8 Aoraki Maths  
competitors who travelled to Timaru on Wednesday evening 
for this annual event.  The Middle School have been training 
for the competition since the beginning of term.  Twenty-eight 
teams were competing to answer the 20 problem solving 
maths questions in a thirty minute time frame.  
We wish the Year 9 and 10 teams all the best for their turn 
tonight.   Safe journey in the new van! 

Members of Team Ohau at the end of Sunday’s racing, 
accompanied by Mark Whetu & Femme & Matt Evans 



Parents and Visitors To Our School; 
~ Some Reminders ~  

All contact with the school during school hours should be via the School Office. We do not 
expect students to be taken out of class during class time to meet with parents or caregiv-
ers. In the event of an emergency the Office should be the first point of contact for parents 
and caregivers. 
 

Emergency evacuations of the school can  
occur at anytime. Parents and visitors are  
reminded to follow exit signs and assembly on the courts at the north side of the school. 
Please follow the instructions of teachers or senior students (evacuation wardens) wear-
ing high visibility vests. 


